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Eligible veterans can attend Mitchell Hamline for free starting in the fall 

ST. PAUL, Minn. (June 7, 2017) – Starting this fall semester, veterans eligible for the Post 9/11 G.I. Bill 
Yellow Ribbon Program will have their Mitchell Hamline School of Law education paid for in full.   

Veterans who served at least three years in active duty since Sept. 11, 2001, and who attend law school 
full time, can have their tuition and fees fully covered by a combination of funds from the Department of 
Veterans Affairs, the VA’s Yellow Ribbon Program, and Mitchell Hamline.  

There is no limit to the number of qualifying students who can take advantage of the program. 

In the past, the VA paid a portion of an eligible veteran’s Mitchell Hamline tuition, the school paid 
$1,000, and the Yellow Ribbon Program matched that contribution. Veterans paid the remainder of each 
semester’s tuition bill. Under the new system, the Yellow Ribbon Program and Mitchell Hamline will fully 
cover the portion of tuition and fees not provided through the Post-9/11 G.I. Bill for eligible veterans.  

President and Dean Mark C. Gordon says Mitchell Hamline is pleased to be able increase its support for 
veterans.   

“We all owe a great debt to everyone serving our country,” Gordon says. “This is a small way to help in 
showing our gratitude.” 

Sarah Hogfoss of Fargo, N.D., served in the U.S. Army from 2009 to 2012. When Hogfoss, 35, starts her 
second year at Mitchell Hamline this fall, her tuition and fees will be paid for.  

“I’m really happy with this change,” Hogfoss says. “I won't have to take out additional student loans to 
cover the remaining balance of my tuition, and I won’t have to pay out-of-pocket tuition for J-term and 
summer courses.” 

According to Mitchell Hamline Assistant Director of Financial Aid Nick Anderson, this arrangement is 
available to any eligible full-time student veteran. While other private law schools around the country 
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offer to match VA funds to pay veterans’ full tuition and fees, many restrict how many students are 
eligible.   

“Many schools have a cap on the number of students they will offer this to,” Anderson says. “Some also 
have an application process that is first-come, first-served, so only early applicants get the benefit. We 
want to maximize every eligible student’s benefit, since it is a benefit they have earned.” 

During the 2016-17 academic year, 10 Mitchell Hamline students qualified for the Yellow Ribbon 
Program.    

More information on Mitchell Hamline’s participation in the Yellow Ribbon Program can be found on the 
school’s website at mitchellhamline.edu/financial-aid/va-education-benefits/.  

MITCHELL HAMLINE SCHOOL OF LAW 
With roots dating to 1900, Mitchell Hamline School of Law was established in December 2015 through 
the combination of William Mitchell College of Law and Hamline University School of Law. It is the 
largest law school in the region, with approximately 1,000 students and 42 full-time faculty. It has 
nationally-ranked offerings in alternative dispute resolution, health law, part-time programs, and clinical 
education; an array of certificate and dual-degree programs; and an alumni network of more than 
19,000. Mitchell Hamline offers more enrollment options than any other law school in the country, with 
full-time, weekend, and part-time programs, including the nation’s first on-campus/online J.D. program 
at an ABA-approved law school. Mitchell Hamline is an independent law school that enjoys an enduring 
relationship with Hamline University, allowing students to earn dual degrees and have access to 
Hamline’s athletic facilities, library, and cultural programs.    
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