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It’s ME again . . . putting the arm on YOU for a donation to our newspaper museum.  (Some have called 
it “Shaw’s Annual Elegant and Honorable Solicitation Museum Funding Program.”  Perhaps I did?) 
 
Volunteers are the “backbone” of the museum’s operations, and donors like you put the “flesh” on the 
bones.  Every year for the past 28 years, about 70 volunteers work together to show visitors a sample 
of the “living history” of Minnesota newspapers. 
 
Volunteers operate the Linotypes, lock up the type into a page and feed the blank sheets into the big 
newspaper printing press.  Every day of the fair, we actually print a newspaper, much like it was done 
over 100 years ago.  Other volunteers operate the presses in the job shop and produce take-away 
treasures for visitors.  “Editors of the Day” do a lot of talking about freedom of the press and 
journalism in general. 
 
New this year will be fancy new signs explaining the letterpress machines as well as expanding our 
messages of the importance of newspapers in our democracy.  We hope to get more visitors talking 
about how a newspaper operates and what an editor does. 
 
It’s expensive to run our museum, usually between $12,000 and $15,000.  Big expense items have 
always been tickets for volunteers, insurance and contract labor.  This year the “new message” will 
cost around an extra $15,000 - $20,000, so we need your contribution, no matter how large or small. 
 
Please make a tax-deductible donation.  Write a check to Minnesota Newspaper Foundation, and 
send it to MNF’s Treasurer: 

Barbara Trebisovsky, MNF, Box 19675, Minneapolis  MN  55419. 
 
Thank you!  See you at the Fair!  Are you a volunteer too?  I am, and I love working there, gaining 
energy from all those wonderful visitors. 
 

Bob Shaw      MNA Manager Emeritus 

IT’S TIME AGAIN 

to support our  
Minnesota Newspaper 
Museum  
at the State Fair. 
 
 
To my friends and former colleagues: 


