
Newspapers: 
Shining light into the dark corners

since the dawn of our country

“The basis of our governments being the opinion of the people, 
the very fi rst object should be to keep that right; and were it left 
to me to decide whether we should have a government without 
newspapers or newspapers without a government, I should not 

hesitate a moment to prefer the latter. But I should mean that 
every man should receive those papers 

and be capable of reading them.” 
— Thomas Jefferson

For years, government bodies have tried 
to “hide” public notices from the public, 

seeking to publish them on governmental 
websites only, or to not publish them at all.

Newspapers across the country are 
fi ghting for YOUR right to open 

and transparent government. 

Keep public notices public. 
Keep them in newspapers. 

Support your local 
newspaper.



Responsible Journalism.
Our future depends on it.
Local newspapers are still 
the preferred source for 
information about the local 
community. In one study, 
51.8% saw their community 
newspaper as the primary 
source of local information 
… vs. 16% from friends & 
relatives,13% from TV, 
7.4% from the Internet, 
or 6% from radio.

Th at’s 7 times more getting 
information from their 
local newspaper than 
from the Internet!

Keep public notices 
public. 

Keep them in 
newspapers. 

Support your local 
newspaper.

• SOURCE: 2011 Readership Survey by National Newspaper Association.



Whoʼs watching Whoʼs watching 
out for you?out for you?

NEWSPAPERS!NEWSPAPERS!
Naturally.Naturally.

Eighty percent of people polled believe that governments 
should be required to publish public notices in 

newspapers. But for years, government has tried to “hide” 
public notices by either posting them on government 

websites only, or by not publishing them at all.

Newspapers across the country are fi ghting for 
YOUR right to that information. Th at’s our job.

Keep public notices public.
Keep them in newspapers.

Support your local newspaper.

• SOURCE: 2011 Readership Survey by National Newspaper Association.
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