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MINNESOTA COUNCIL ON FOUNDATIONS AND SAINT PAUL & MINNESOTA FOUNDATION LAUNCH
$4.4M MINNESOTA DISASTER RECOVERY FUND FOR CORONAVIRUS
MINNEAPOLIS, MN – (March 18, 2020) – The Minnesota Council on Foundations (MCF) in partnership
with the Saint Paul & Minnesota Foundation (the Foundation) today announced the Minnesota Disaster
Recovery Fund (MDRF) for coronavirus. Currently funded at nearly $4.4 million by contributions from
foundations across Minnesota, the MDRF will provide grants to local community foundations,
Minnesota Initiative Foundations, and other intermediaries who have the knowledge to address specific
needs in their communities, as well as the ability to be nimble and responsive in times of emerging
needs.
First funders of the Minnesota Disaster Recovery Fund for coronavirus include Ameriprise Financial
Foundation, Best Buy Foundation, Better Way Foundation, Blandin Foundation, Blue Cross and Blue
Shield of Minnesota Foundation, Bush Foundation, Cargill Foundation, Carlson Family Foundation,
Charlston Foundation, Catholic Community Foundation, F. R. Bigelow Foundation, GHR Foundation,
John Larsen Foundation, Land O'Lakes Foundation, Mardag Foundation, Medtronic Foundation,
Northwest Area Foundation, Pohlad Family Foundation, the Saint Paul & Minnesota Foundation, Stiles
Foundation, Target Foundation, TCF Bank Foundation, The Margaret A. Cargill Fund at the Saint Paul &
Minnesota Foundation, The Otto Bremer Trust, Thrivent Foundation, Women’s Foundation of
Minnesota, Woodbury Community Foundation and Wells Fargo Foundation.
An advisory committee responsible for awarding the grants is convened by the Minnesota Council on
Foundations and the Saint Paul & Minnesota Foundation and includes leaders from Blandin Foundation,
Bush Foundation, Duluth/Superior Area Community Foundation, Headwaters Foundation for Justice,
Medtronic Foundation, Minnesota Council of Nonprofits, Minnesota Department of Health, Minnesota
Voluntary Organizations Active in Disaster, Northwest Minnesota Foundation, Office of Governor Tim
Walz, Southwest Initiative Foundation, The Minneapolis Foundation and Willmar Area Community
Foundation/Community Giving.
“As we work to mobilize the philanthropic community in Minnesota to meet the immense needs
growing out of the pandemic, we seek to deliver a high-impact, coordinated response. We recognize and
support the many other efforts underway to help during this challenging time and will do our best to
coordinate with them to provide the most strategic response,” said Susie Brown, MCF President.
“In times of need, the generosity of Minnesotans can be counted on to support community-led solutions
for those who are vulnerable and at-risk in our state,” said Eric J. Jolly, Ph.D., president and CEO of the
Foundation. “As Minnesotans face risks associated with the coronavirus, that generosity will again be
deployed through the Minnesota Disaster Recovery Fund. We are proud to play a contributing role with
the Minnesota Council on Foundations in the fund and in continuing Minnesota’s legacy of giving,
especially during this challenging time.”

One hundred percent of the funds raised will be used to support community recovery; no fees will be
taken by either the Foundation or the MCF for this work. Any remaining MDRF funds will be dedicated
to recovery efforts for future disasters in Minnesota, after coronavirus needs are met.
-moreInterested philanthropic entities can donate directly to the Minnesota Disaster Recovery Fund by
contacting Susie Brown at 612-335-3557 or sbrown@mcf.org
Individual contributions can be made by visiting
https://www.givemn.org/story/Minnesotadisasterrecoveryfund
To learn more about the Minnesota Disaster Recovery Fund for coronavirus, please visit the Minnesota
Council on Foundations website at https://mcf.org/MDRF

###
About the Minnesota Council on Foundations
MCF exists to collectively advance prosperity and equity in the state of Minnesota. MCF currently
connects, mobilizes and strengthens over 140 philanthropic partners within the sector, serving
grantmaking organizations for 50 years. Members of MCF include family and independent foundations,
community and other public foundations, corporate foundations and giving programs. Learn more at
www.mcf.org. #WeAreMCF
About the Saint Paul & Minnesota Foundation
We believe in the best of Minnesota and the power of its communities. With roots in Saint Paul and
partners across the state, we are Minnesota’s largest community foundation and the partner of choice
for thousands of donors, nonprofits and community organizations. We inspire generosity to make
Minnesota better for all who call it home. Learn more at www.spmcf.org.

