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ver the course of summer 2016, 57 high school-aged interns across the State of 
Minnesota were employed by their local, community newspaper. These interns, all 
currently enrolled as high school students, or recently graduated in the spring of 

2016 worked more than 8,444 hours, and contributed hundreds of photos, stories, 
columns, blog posts, page designs, Facebook entries and Tweets to their community 
newspaper. 

Both students and their host newspapers report benefitting immensely from this program. 

Interns report building skills in photography, design, writing, editing and interviewing. 
Many interns said they learned the value of picking up the phone and speaking directly to 
subjects of interviews, instead of trying to do everything via email.  

“I am building up a resume and experience that will help me as I apply for jobs and start a 
career after college,” said one intern. 

This internship experience really provides a unique hands-on professional workplace 
experience to youth. Interns aren’t just fetching coffee or making copies. Interns are out in 
the community, often working independently covering community events and news. They 
also get a real taste for what a career at a newspaper may look like, as they ponder future 
plans.  

Supervisors tell us that above all, many of the interns built confidence in themselves and 
their abilities over the course of the summer. “[Our intern] got over her fears of asking 
questions and seeking information, and learned to assert herself more. She was also 
fearless when it came to writing opinion columns, even when her views put her in the 
community spotlight.” 

This program is a huge asset to youth across the state of Minnesota and the small, 
community newspapers nestled in each city, town, and county. 

In the following pages you’ll see a sampling of feedback from interns and supervisors as 
well as some of the intern work that was published in newspapers across the state. 

 

---Sarah Jackson  
Program Director 

Minnesota Newspaper Association 
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Interns were asked: How are you benefitting from your internship experience? 
I learned a lot and got to know my community better. I learned lessons I will take with me everywhere 
and things that will help me in college. 
It has helped me with my people skills as I have to help customers who call or stop in the office. It also 
taught me how to use a different program and be more creative. 
I am benefiting in a variety of ways, but the most visible benefits from these experiences are being 
able to meet and converse with a variety of different people in the community. My writing skills have 
also improved dramatically in which I can thank the internship for a large portion of that. 
I am benefiting from my intern experience by learning communication and organizational skills. 
I have the opportunity to work on my writing, photography, design, technology, and communication 
skills. 
I became a better writer and have gained a better connection with Carlton County. 
I've learned that I really enjoy working in the newspaper setting as a journalist, and I think I'd like to 
look at that as a career. 
I am learning a lot about the importance of meeting deadlines. I'm learning how to take better 
pictures and, of course, I'm constantly working on my writing skills, grammar and spelling.  The people 
here are very good about explaining those things to me. 
I am maintaining and advancing my writing skills during the summer while learning about journalism.  
I have learned what it is like to work in an actual newsroom through this internship and because of 
this I feel I am more prepared for the road ahead of me. 
It is helping me learn to adhere to deadlines 
I am learning a lot about what it takes to operate in a professional setting as in intern. There are 
deadlines, phone calls to make, emails to respond to, crabby people to coax stories out of, and lots of 
scheduling involved with my work at the Tribune. I have enjoyed getting out into the community and 
uncovering stories that I might have never known about and communicating those stories to our 
readers. Another benefit from being an intern is that everywhere I go, I have someone asking me if 
I'm that girl writing for the newspaper... It's kind of nice to have someone compliment your work or 
tell you that they enjoy your point of view. Having those kinds of conversations with people in my 
community has offered so many new opportunities to discuss a special project I am taking on through 
a scholars program I am a part of. My editor has also offered me a columnist position for the rest of 
my senior year of high school, a position I've wanted since I was a little kid. 
These past two months, I have had the opportunity to step out of my comfort zone and try new 
things. Here at the Independent, they threw me right in - I wrote my first article during my first week 
here and have written many stories since then. Most jobs for people my age are restricting - they are 
blue collar jobs where there are guidelines to follow and it restricts creativity. I have been able to be 
at a job where I have been able to meet many amazing people and tell their stories. Creativity is key 
here - it's celebrated and I love being able to share my ideas and do what I love - writing. 
First of all, it's been amazing to be able to see the whole editorial process in a real newspaper. I was 
the co-editor of my school paper, but even then I was not able to experience fully the whole system. I 
feel I have gained communication skills, I mean, I'm no longer afraid to pick up the phone and conduct 
or set up interviews. I've had the opportunity to do some page layout, which has been awesome. The 
more practice I get on that aspect, the better. Also, I've done a lot of web updating and social media 
posting, which is definitely something I feel will stick with me. As much as I love print, I feel the future 
of newspaper is online, so it's important for me to get some experience with different software and 
programs.   I have been able to be a part of the office setting and make connections. I've made some 
friends, and I've learned a lot about local government. I now understand how to cover city council and 
school board meetings, and actually enjoy attending them sometimes.  My photography and photo 



editing skills have increased tenfold. I came into this internship having barely ever touched a camera, 
so when I found out I'd be taking all my pictures, I was a little nervous. But within days, I was 
becoming more and more confident in the pictures I was taking. I realized that journalism is probably 
a field in which I belong. I enjoy the traveling, attending all the festivals, all the activities, all the 
meetings. I love observing, listening, and learning about so many things I would never get to 
experience if I weren't a journalist. This internship has opened my eyes to so many different things.   
Having a paid internship is also helping me save up for college, which is certainly a plus. To be quite 
honest, this internship has helped me to mature and to be confident, and has definitely helped me to 
learn the virtues of patience and perseverance. I've learned to work harder and stay positive, even 
when no one is returning phone calls or e-mails. I am so grateful for this opportunity.  

 

Intern Supervisors were asked: How did your newspaper benefit  
from the experience? 

Sondra enjoyed writing about the music scene at the area town festivals we promoted. She took care 
of our somewhat tedious college news. She did a nice job cover the festival in her home town. 
Jacelyn, understands FFA and 4-H and really helped out with county fair coverage. There were a 
couple intense weeks where she was a work horse and helped a lot with stories, photos and proofing.  
Having summer interns brings a breath of fresh air and enthusiasm into the office, helping us 
remember why we fell in love with newspaper in the first place. It also allows us to cover more events 
than we would normally be able to. 
Jonathan had a good handle on what was expected of him at the paper and was willing to learn about 
all facets of the job from the grunt work to publication and production day.  
Rarely do we have high school-age interns write stories for the paper, but this year our Pohlad intern 
was so great, she spent the majority of her time here writing articles for us. She was a breath of fresh 
air and a very nice connection to the school. She was able to give us several story ideas. 
We had an extra person to photography events, and we gained a youthful perspective. 
Brianna generated some good content for us, and took some of the pressure off of our staff writers 
during the busy summer event season. 
We had extra help when we especially needed it for our busy summer season, when we have many 
special sections aimed at tourists and lake dwellers. 
It's fun to share a job we are passionate about with a young adult in hopes they will like it and join our 
field. 
Mari brought a youthful perspective to our news coverage and her high school contacts paid off with 
good stories.  
It was beneficial to learn what high school students care about and feel is important today, how we 
can grow the newspaper to reach younger audiences. We are also a very small newspaper in a rural 
community and the internship allowed us the rare opportunity to afford another person to help cover 
events that are important to our community. 
It's always good having a young face in the newsroom so we can potentially reach a new audience and 
be more connected to the youth demographic. But, in addition, since we're such a small staff that still 
puts out a newspaper five days a week, our intern is often a valuable, integral member of the staff 
who we learn to rely on. 
Natalie brought a youthful enthusiasm to the newsroom and thrived — not just doing stories about 
people her age from school, but also when it came to getting out and meeting new people. I've 
worked with five interns as editor and Natalie is one of the best. 

 



Work by summer interns: 

 

Marie Osuna – Pine Journal, Cloquet 

http://www.pinejournal.com/life/our-neighbors/4074768-historic-maternity-hospital-gets-new-life 

http://www.pinejournal.com/celebrations/4074778-fond-du-lac-veterans-powwow-recognizes-more-
veterans-ever 

http://www.pinejournal.com/opinion/our-view/4074816-intern-many-benefits-books 

http://www.pinejournal.com/sports/4079349-games-people-play-younger-folks-carlton-county-and-
across-globe-are-pok%C3%A9mon-go-crazy 

 

Noor Qureishy - Press Publications, White Bear Lake 

News intern Noor Qureishy has been very helpful to the news department this summer. She has written 
several stories this summer and helped with two special sections. One of the stories she wrote was 
published in the White Bear/Vadnais Press, Shoreview Press, Quad Press and Citizen as students at 
Camp Invention came from all of those areas and were photographed by Sara. Noor will have lots of 
good clips to show colleges!  

http://www.presspubs.com/search/?nsa=eedition&l=25&q=Noor&app=editorial&t=article&s=&sd=desc
&d1=2015-07-30&d2= 

http://www.presspubs.com/white_bear/news/article_52345dae-4ebe-11e6-86fa-13d38a5015af.html 

http://www.presspubs.com/shoreview/news/article_9b4d38ee-5e7c-11e6-8e2c-cf62ce4e6e2a.html 

http://www.presspubs.com/shoreview/news/article_14776e96-5370-11e6-8369-d73f2747ecf0.html 

http://www.presspubs.com/white_bear/news/article_bb667c96-5989-11e6-bef7-1b3bcf02c7b4.html 

http://www.presspubs.com/white_bear/news/article_b7b66d02-5418-11e6-9d1f-c7fd6132a4bc.html 

 

 

Philip Hommes – Lake County News Chronicle, Two Harbors 

http://www.lcnewschronicle.com/users/philip-hommes 

 

http://www.pinejournal.com/life/our-neighbors/4074768-historic-maternity-hospital-gets-new-life
http://www.pinejournal.com/celebrations/4074778-fond-du-lac-veterans-powwow-recognizes-more-veterans-ever
http://www.pinejournal.com/celebrations/4074778-fond-du-lac-veterans-powwow-recognizes-more-veterans-ever
http://www.pinejournal.com/opinion/our-view/4074816-intern-many-benefits-books
http://www.pinejournal.com/sports/4079349-games-people-play-younger-folks-carlton-county-and-across-globe-are-pok%C3%A9mon-go-crazy
http://www.pinejournal.com/sports/4079349-games-people-play-younger-folks-carlton-county-and-across-globe-are-pok%C3%A9mon-go-crazy
http://www.presspubs.com/search/?nsa=eedition&l=25&q=Noor&app=editorial&t=article&s=&sd=desc&d1=2015-07-30&d2
http://www.presspubs.com/search/?nsa=eedition&l=25&q=Noor&app=editorial&t=article&s=&sd=desc&d1=2015-07-30&d2
http://www.presspubs.com/white_bear/news/article_52345dae-4ebe-11e6-86fa-13d38a5015af.html
http://www.presspubs.com/shoreview/news/article_9b4d38ee-5e7c-11e6-8e2c-cf62ce4e6e2a.html
http://www.presspubs.com/shoreview/news/article_14776e96-5370-11e6-8369-d73f2747ecf0.html
http://www.presspubs.com/white_bear/news/article_bb667c96-5989-11e6-bef7-1b3bcf02c7b4.html
http://www.presspubs.com/white_bear/news/article_b7b66d02-5418-11e6-9d1f-c7fd6132a4bc.html
http://www.lcnewschronicle.com/users/philip-hommes


Anna Schumacher – Detroit Lakes Tribune 

My experience as an intern at the Detroit Lakes Newspapers has been an incredibly rewarding 
experience. I've gotten to know my community better, had the chance to report on stories very close to 
my heart, and gained valuable insights into how the professional world works. My writing has improved, 
as well as my ability to meet deadlines. I'm better at making phone calls, better at listening to people, 
and better at communicating in general. It's been a fantastic and rewarding way to spend my summer.  

I spent most of my internship performing reporter duties. My newspaper is going through a major shift 
in formatting right now and I have not had access to any formatting software, though I have watched my 
coworkers work on pages. Most of my stories were given to me by my editor or the other reporters, and 
a few were entirely thought up and covered by me. 

Here are links to some pieces I've written: 

http://www.dl-online.com/news/4077717-young-catholics-pour-dl-area-volunteer    
(My personal favorite. Done on an organization I have participated in. The official Facebook page of 
Catholic Heart Workcamp shared the article.) 

http://www.dl-online.com/news/4082401-fire-departments-host-community-dance 

http://www.dl-online.com/news/4077731-former-dl-hockey-coach-goes-kokoro 

http://www.dl-online.com/news/4082406-humane-society-lakes-dogs-deck-fundraiser 

http://www.dl-online.com/outdoors/4070326-hawley-man-hauls-record-setting-muskie 

http://www.dl-online.com/outdoors/4056997-muskie-number-about-366-detroit-lakes 

Photos by Detroit Lakes Interns: 

 

http://www.dl-online.com/news/4077717-young-catholics-pour-dl-area-volunteer
http://www.dl-online.com/news/4082401-fire-departments-host-community-dance
http://www.dl-online.com/news/4077731-former-dl-hockey-coach-goes-kokoro
http://www.dl-online.com/news/4082406-humane-society-lakes-dogs-deck-fundraiser
http://www.dl-online.com/outdoors/4070326-hawley-man-hauls-record-setting-muskie
http://www.dl-online.com/outdoors/4056997-muskie-number-about-366-detroit-lakes


 

 

 

 

 

 



Val Weller – Henning Advocate 

New booster club formed for OTC football team 
By Val Weller, Summer Intern 

 The Otter Tail Central Bulldogs of Battle Lake and Henning, and their parents have just started 
the first booster club for the OTC football team.  

 While a number of football parents thought the program already had a booster club going they 
learned earlier this year that one never existed.  

 Chip Olson and many other parents thought it would be a great idea to start a booster club to 
help benefit the team.  

 The process of the football booster club started at the beginning of February this year. The club 
went through a long process, but they finally became an official booster club at the beginning of June. 
This football booster club is a non-profit organization, and the first election of board members was held 
on June 1.  

 The booster club was started to help the football team financially, but more importantly to 
teach the players a kind citizenship within their community. The club is hoping to help the youth raise 
money for new uniforms and equipment, but will also support the coaches and get football players 
involved with citizen projects.  

 Fundraising projects have already started for the club. One of the bigger projects that the 
booster club has decided to do is have team meals with OTC and their visiting teams. Their plan is to get 
together after each home game and have a meal with their opponents. They will be serving hotdogs, 
hamburgers, water and chips. The club is hoping kids get together with the other schools and realize 
that they don’t have to be rivals with the other teams. They also plan on selling OTC Bulldogs gear 
starting in July on their new website. 

 Olson and many other parents of the OTC football players have thought about starting a booster 
club for a number of years. Recently, the football team has made it quite far in the playoffs and when 
that happens there are unexpected expenses like additional bus rides. With the hope of offsetting those 
costs a group of parents wanted to find a way to start raising money for the program. 

 The next meeting for the booster club is set for July 18 at Oakwood Supper Club and Golf Course 
after football practice. Every year they plan to have four meetings throughout the year. 

 



Community auction to raise money for Ottertail 
By Val Weller, Summer Intern 

 The eighth annual Ottertail 
Community Auction is set for Saturday in 
Ottertail.  

 This year’s event will be held one 
weekend later than in the past due to a 
scheduling conflict. Looking to avoid a 
busy weekend that also featured events 
like Phelps Mill Festival, Henning Festival 
and other community gatherings, the 
community auction committee opted to 
hold the auction on July 16 at the 
community center this year.  

 “We feel like it will work much better with our situation,” said Vanessa Neels who is helping to 
organize the event.  

 The live auction will begin at 5 p.m., with burgers and hot dogs starting at 4 p.m. There will be a 
variety of items at this year’s auction, ranging from lawn and garden services, certificates and a fish 
print. Some of the bigger items this year are a 1/2-day fishing trip with Ross Hagemeister, Twin Ticket 
packages, and some Mall of America passes.  

 Also back this year is the Wellness Package donated by SaStone Salon & Spa, and a 15 head 
irrigation system.  

 This year’s auctioneer will be Tim Erp.  

 Neels, said the money that is raised this year will be used for a variety of purposes like a 
beautification project downtown, more Christmas decorations, possibly looking into installing a 
bathroom at the park and redoing the picnic shelter.  

 Neels said the Ottertail Community Auction is much more than just a live auction as there will be 
a number of games and activities going on throughout the evening.  

 “The auction is a lot of fun. We play a lot of games. It is not your normal live auction,” said 
Neels.  
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By Julie Buntjer and Cameron 
Jenson

Daily Globe
Worthington 

A Worthington business 
that has supplied people 
from across the region 

with used automotive parts for 
the past 51 years was destroyed 
by fire Friday.

Five fire departments 
responded to the blaze at 
Dyke’s Auto Salvage along 
U.S. 59/Minnesota 60 south 
of town from mid-morning 
through mid-afternoon. Thick 
black smoke could be seen for 
miles as firefighters battled 
the blaze for more than four 
hours.

The fire began in the front 
shop of Dyke’s Auto Salvage 
and eventually spread to 
three surrounding buildings, 
including the office and two 
storage buildings.

“We were taking the gas 
tank out of a car,” Dyke’s 
employee Jim Naab said. “We 
took the gas line out and some 

fuel spilled on the floor. Then 
the water heater kicked in, and 
that’s what ignited it.”

Of the five full-time 
employees who work at Dyke’s, 
Naab said he and two others 
were in the shop when the fire 
started. Their main goal was 
to make sure everyone made it 
out safely.

The employees used three 
fire extinguishers to fight the 
fire as Dyke’s co-manager 
Maralee Onken was told to call 
for help.

“Jim came running in and 
told me to call 9-1-1 and then 
get out of there,” she said. 
“Otherwise, I did not know 
anything was going on.

“It’s just a shameful thing 
that happened,” Onken said. 
“Accidents happen, but we are 
fortunate that no one was hurt. 
That’s what matters. Things 
can be replaced, but people 
can’t.”

By Les Knutson
Daily Globe

WORTHINGTON - The park-
ing lot at the Worthington 
Event Center on the north side 
of town will be a busy place 
next Friday afternoon.

An expected 30 solar-pow-
ered cars will be coming into 
the lot that day after completing 
their sixth day of the 2016 Solar 
Car Challenge –- a 785.8 mile 
race from Fort Worth, Texas to 
Mendota Heights, Minnesota, 
broken into seven segments.

“This is going to be much 
bigger than I expected,” 
said local coordinator Maddy 
Westra, who is the director of 
sales at the Comfort Suites and 
the Event Center. “I am really 
excited about all of these cars 
coming to our lot for our special 
display that afternoon.”

Westra anticipates the first 
cars to be arriving by 4 p.m., 
and the showcase display will 
remain open to the public until 
7 p.m.

“People are welcome to 
come out and see the cars as 
they arrive and meet with the 
teams during the display,” 
Westra said. “There’s 30 teams 
involved in the race, and each 

team has between six and 12 
members. We’re expecting 
about 400 persons staying in 
Worthington hotels that night.”

After an overnight stay, the 
teams will assemble early the 

next morning and depart at 8:15 
a.m. They’ll head to Minneso-
ta 60 for the final trek (108.7 
miles of actual racing) to Men-
dota Heights.

Started in 1993 as a high 
school extra-curricular program 
known as the Winston Solar 
Challenge, the event has grown 
in popularity over the years. The 
non-profit entity now has 161 
schools from 32 states partici-
pating in some capacity.

“The teams are made up of 
engineering students,” said 
Westra. “The groups of teams 
coming through Worthington 
from Texas are sponsored by 
the Dallas Mavericks, which I 
think is pretty cool.”

On the first day of the race 
(Sunday), the teams will travel 
from Fort Worth to Ardmore, 
Okla. (126.1 available driving 
miles). Day 2 takes them from 
Ardmore to Ponca City (123.8 
miles). 

FIRE DESTROYS 
SALVAGE SHOP

Photos by Cameron Jenson / Daily Globe

Top: Fire crews battle the blaze Friday at Dyke’s Auto Salvage 
south of Worthington. Above: The removal of a fuel tank from this 
vehicle is believed to have led to Friday morning’s fire at Dyke Auto 
Salvage.

Five fi re departments battle 
blaze; no injuries reported

FIRE: Page A8

Solar Car Challenge on way to Worthington
30 racing teams traveling from Fort Worth, Texas, to Mendota Heights

Special to Daily Globe

A group shot of participants in the 2015 Solar Car Challenge is 
shown. This year’s event will pass through Worthington. 

SOLAR CARS: Page A2



The Worthington Fire 
Department was paged 
at approximately 10 a.m. 
Fire Chief Rick von Holdt 
said by the time he and 
others arrived at the fire 
hall, black smoke could 
be seen billowing toward 
the sky.

“We knew it was 
not going to be a good 
scene,” he said.

When firefighters 
reached the scene, all of 
the employees of Dyke’s 
were safe and out of the 
building. Von Holdt said 
he then called in mutual 
aid, with water support 
(tankers) and manpower 
ultimately coming from 
Bigelow, Rushmore, 
Round Lake and Lismore. 
Other departments 
offered assistance as 
well, von Holdt said. 
Worthington Public 
Utilities was seen hauling 
water to the site.

“There’s no hydrants 
out there and the 
magnitude of the fire was 
pretty hot,” von Holdt 
said. Tankers, including 
a 5,000 gallon tanker 
brought in from the 
Lismore Fire Department, 
hauled an estimated 
75,000 gallons of water 
to the site to battle the 
blaze. Water was pumped 
into the tankers from 
two water stations at the 
Worthington Fire Hall.

In addition to getting 
water to the site, the big 
concern was the presence 
of flammable materials. 
Employees of Dyke’s 
had removed several 
explodable materials 
from the shop before the 
fire grew too large.

“Probably throughout 
the first two hours of 
fighting the fire there 
was a lot of popping and 
banging going on,” von 
Holdt said. “There were a 
lot of explosions in there 
that could have been 
from containers that 
had flammable stuff ... 
engines and calipers and 
engine parts.

“Not knowing what 
was all in there … we 
pretty much took a 
defensive attack on that,” 
he added.

The Worthington Fire 
Department remained on 
scene until approximately 
2:30 p.m., and von Holdt 
anticipated further calls 
to extinguish hot spots 
through the remainder of 
Friday.

Deputy State Fire 
Marshal Steve Kellen, 
who was in rural 
Brewster investigating an 
explosion that took place 
two weeks ago, stopped 
at Dyke’s on Friday to 
take photographs of the 
scene.

Dyke’s Auto Salvage 
owners Richard and 
Susan Dyke were in 
Wisconsin when they 
received the call Friday 
morning that the 
business was on fire. 
They checked out of their 
motel and drove straight 
back to Worthington.

“They said it burned 
and I didn’t realize it 
would be such a shock,” 
Richard Dyke said Friday 
afternoon. “We deal 
mostly in metal works 
– metal parts – but 
everything seemed to 
have something on it that 
burned.”

Dyke moved to 
Worthington in 1964 
and in 1965 began 
selling used cars out 
of his brother’s tractor 
parts business along 
the highway south of 
Worthington. He later 
bought land and built a 
one-car garage as his 
repair shop just north of 
the original tractor parts 
building.

“Part of that (repair 
shop) was still there and 
we added on to it – two 
buildings out to the back, 
(one) to the east. We 
kept building on,” Dyke 
said. “We’d drive a car 
in, strip it apart, take the 
engine and transmission 
out. It all went into 
inventory, and it was 
all stored on the back 
shelves.

“If someone wanted 
a ’98 windshield wiper 
motor, we knew exactly 
where to find it,” he 
added. “You had to 
have it all (inventoried) 
– everything was 
inventoried. It might 
be inventoried for two 
to three years until 
someone needed it.”

Dyke said he couldn’t 
put a value on what was 
lost in Friday’s blaze. 
There were car parts in 
his inventory for classic 
automobiles, hard-to-
find parts for collector 
cars, and parts for most 
standard cars on the road 
today.

“We had a phone 
system that covered all 
over the United States – 
we shipped all over,” he 
said.

The inventory at Dyke’s 
is, of course, the greatest 
loss. He initially thought 
he wouldn’t rebuild, 
but after meeting with 
employees and others, 
he was encouraged to 
reopen.

“They all want it 
opened up,” he said. 
“‘We need it,’ they say.

“We might level ’er 
out and build new,” he 
added. 

While the Dykes own 
the business, they had 10 
employees, including two 
managers.

Though only one 
building of the business 
remained standing 
Friday, co-manager 
Onken is optimistic about 
its future.

“Hopefully he will 
rebuild because we have 
a great group of people 
that work here and we 
work so well together,” 
she said. “We’ll have 
to just see what the 
insurance company and 
the owner decide. It’s up 
to them.”

Alvin Aielts, who has 
worked for Dyke’s off 
and on since the early 
1970s, said the business 
is an important asset to 
the Worthington area.

“It’s a lifesaver for 
people who need to get 
their cars fixed and they 
can’t afford new parts,” 
he said. “They had a 
pretty good inventory.”

Susan Dyke offered 
her appreciation to the 
firefighters and all who 
responded to the fire on 
Friday.

“Our thanks to anybody 
and everybody that 
helped,” she said. “We 
don’t even realize yet 
how many people helped 
out. When we got back, it 
was a smoldering pile of 
stuff.”

Von Holdt also offered 
his appreciation to all 
of the fire departments 
that provided mutual 
aid, as well as “the 
huge support from the 
community.” Jimmy 
Johns and Burger King 
delivered sandwiches to 
the nearly 35 firefighters 
on the scene, and von 
Holdt’s wife, Dayna, 
also spearheaded a 
plan to get additional 
sandwiches, chips and 
water to the crews. 
Others donated bottled 
water and employees 
of Schaap Sanitation 
delivered bottled water 
and cookies.

As firefighters 
battled the blaze, law 
enforcement officers 
from the city of 
Worthington, Nobles 
County Sheriff’s Office 
and Minnesota State 
Patrol helped control 
traffic along the busy 
highway. While some 
vehicles were simply 
passing through, there 
were also a lot of locals 
that drove out to see the 
blaze.

“We did have a big 
problem with people 
slowing down and 
impeding traffic in 
the open lane and/
or downright stopping 
on the highway,” said 
Nobles County Chief 
Deputy Chris Dybevick. 
“It is appreciated that 
drivers proceed with 
caution in an area where 
emergency services are 
operating, but everyone 
should remain aware of 
the traffic flow and their 
surroundings.

“One of the most 
dangerous duties we 
perform is traffic 
direction during 
emergencies,” he said. 
“There is a lot of people 
trying to perform 
lifesaving duties while 
drivers are trying to see 
what is going on – not to 
mention the moving cars 
I observed with drivers 
taking pictures and 
videos.”

Sheriff Kent Wilkening, 
who monitored traffic 
along Minnesota 60 in 
front of Worthington 
Ag Parts, said most 
eastbound motorists were 
good about slowing down 
and moving into the left 

lane of traffic past the 
fire scene.

“We did have some 
that didn’t pay attention 
to the lights or were so 
involved in the fire, they 
didn’t even notice us 
there,” Wilkening said.

Low winds in a 
southerly direction kept 
smoke away from the 
highway, which was a 
great help.

Friday’s fire at Dyke’s 
Auto Salvage was the 
first major business fire 
in Worthington since the 
King’s Wok fire in March 
2014, von Holdt said. 
Before that, he said the 
fire at Lang’s Bakery was 
also quite significant.

CMYK
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Tim Middagh / Daily Globe

Dyke’s Auto Salvage is shown leveled after Friday morning’s fire. Richard Dyke started the business in 1965.

Cameron Jenson / Daily Globe

Fire continues to burn Friday morning at Dyke’s Auto Salvage in Worthington. 

Tim Middagh / Daily Globe

Derek Dyke looks at the total loss of the business office, disassembly garage and 
parts storage buildings at the salvage yard. 

Thick smoke 
from Friday 
morning’s 
fire at Dyke’s 
Auto Salvage 
could 
be seen 
throughout 
Worthington.
Cameron Jenson 
Daily Globe

FIRE
From Page A1
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The Cromwell football tradition

ABOVE: Cal Bagne runs around cones at one of the quick 
feet stations. Other stations included low ropes and bags, all 
of which help improve fast reactions and muscle strength.

FOOTBALL 
THURSDAY SEPTEMBER, 1 — 7:00 P.M.
Floodwood @ Onamia

 FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 2 — 7:00 P. M.
Cromwell @ Isle
South Ridge @ Kelliher/Northome
McGregor @ Hill City/Northland

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 9 — 7:00 P. M.
Cromwell vs. Ogilive
South Ridge vs. North Woods
McGregor vs. Onamia
Floodwood vs. Hill City

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 16 — 7:00 P. M.
Cromwell @ Wrenshal
Floodwood @ South Ridge
McGregor @ Carlton

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 23 — 7:00 P. M.
South Ridge @ Cromwell
Floodwood @ McGregor

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 30 — 7:00 P. M.
Cromwell @ Floodwood
South Ridge vs. Carlton
McGregor @ Wrenshal

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 7 — 7:00 P. M.
Cromwell vs. Carlton
Floodwood vs. Wrenshal
South Ridge @ McGregor

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 14 — 7:00 P. M.
Cromwell @ McGregor
South Ridge @ Wrenshal
Floodwood vs. Carlton

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 19 — 7:00 P. M.
Cromwell vs. Onamia
South Ridge vs. MIB
Floodwood vs. Littlefork-Big Falls
McGregor @ Mesabi Academy

SCHEDULES

BY SAWYER STRELNIEKS
Summer Intern 

CROMWELL, Minn.—The Cromwell football 
team had their annual Youth and Mini camp this past 
week. Kids grades 3 through 12 participated in the 
two-day camps. These camps are designed to help 
kids of all ages develope the skills needed to play this 
exhilarating sport. The Cromwell Varsity Football 
team helps at the Youth Camp showing and helping 
the future Cardinals with drills that improve the kids’ 
strength and agility.

These camps aren’t just about doing drills, there’s 
much more to it than that. This is a time when we 
unite as a team and prepare ourselves for the excit-
ing season to come. We begin to focus on details that 
make us better and prove that we have what it takes to 
be a great team. 

The youth camp is a chance for varsity players to 
watch and help younger athletes. It’s a time to look 
back at how far we’ve come and what the future of 
Cromwell sports has to hold. Varsity players helping 
out at the camp have a chance to coach as well. We 
were fortunate enough to step into the shoes of the 
people we have looked up to and hand it down to the 
next generation of players. 

Coaches get to draft teams and coach their team 
in a mini-league for a chance to play in the champion-
ship game. Over the course of the camps, players of 
all ages bond and that’s what keeps the “Cromwell 
Football Tradition” going. 

Football is a sport that requires a team effort. The 
more players that are on a team, often times, the better 
that team will be. That is why Cromwell hosts a foot-
ball camp for anyone interested in the sport. It gives 
kids a chance to experience what it is like to be a part 
of a team. 

When I was younger, I participated in the youth 
camp and I looked up to the older varsity players. I 
knew that one day I wanted to be like them. I wanted 
to play under the lights in front of a huge crowd like 
they did. A huge part of these camps is being a role 

WARM UP: Players at the Cromwell Youth Football Camp getting ready for a fun day of Football. At the camp, players 
learn basic skills, offense and defense, and split up into teams for a flag football tournament.

model for the younger players, and that is what we as 
a team strive to be.

After the Youth Camp is the Varsity Mini Camp. 
This is a time for the incoming freshman to get to 
know the rest of the team. This camp helps the players 
learn the basic flow of a daily practice without con-
tact or conditioning. We are looking forward to the 
upcoming season and are already talking over basic 
strategies for both offense and defense. Coaches hand 
out football pads to all the players at this camp, that 
way, when August 15th comes around players are ready 
to practice and know what to expect.

The 2016 Football sesaon is coming up fast. 
Coaches and players anticipate a successful season 
and are eager to be under those Friday Night Lights 
once again.

Coaches and players anticipate a 
successful season and are eager to be 
under those Friday Night Lights

ABOVE: Tanner Collman in his 3-point football 
stance, eager to do the drill.
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RESCUE DEMONSTRA-
TION: The Cromwell Vol-
unteer Fire Department does 
a car accident rescue dem-
onstration to the public. This 
demonstration showed what 
it would be like if an occupant 
were in a similar situation.

LEFT: Ava Beldin pedals 
hard in the Tractor Pull in 
the 3-year-old competition. 
This event is run by Pedal to 
the Medal which has been a 
past vendor for the former-
ly known Harvest Fest.

BOTTOM: The Summer 
Fest crowd watches as the 
Cromwell Volunteer Fire 
Department tears apart the 
demonstration car. 

PARADE: Joshua Eliason 

rides in one of the fire trucks 

during the Cromwell Summer 

Fest Parade. Later that day, him 

and the rest of the Cromwell 

Volunteer Fire Department did 

a demonstration for a car  

accident rescue.

SET: Tyler Hakamaki dives 

to set the Volleyball up for a 

teammate. His team, which 

consisted of: Austin Pfisthner, 

Allie Cahoon, Chelsea Swatek, 

and Abby Hawkinson, went on 

to win the Volleyball  

Championship for this  

year’s Summer Fest.

First ever Cromwell Summer Fest

VOLLEYBALL 

TOURNAMENT: Brittany 

Johnson bumps the volleyball up 

to a teammate in the Volleyball 

Tournament. 
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By Gretta Becay
Fourteen new home permits were 

issued in May; the most issued in one 
month during the past five years. 

At their meeting on June 28, city 
council members learned of the 
record-breaking month and received 
the latest state demographer’s report 
for Byron.

The city first topped the 5,000 
mark in population in 2009 at 5,045. 
In 2015, the population was 5,404. 

Annexation approved for 13th 
St NW construction

Mayor Ann Diercks opened a pub-
lic hearing at the meeting so council 
members could hear comments about 
a small annexation on the north side 
of 13th St. NW for additional room 
for the right-of-way. The right-of-
way is needed because the road is 
being rebuilt, widened and paved this 
year.

Residents Kyle Lake, Kelly Witts, 
and Martin Koza talked about their 

support of the annexation. They said 
they were glad the roadway would be 
improved but they were concerned 
with dust from the road now and after 
construction starts. They were also 
concerned with the safety of children 
crossing the road to get to the bike 
path, which will be built on the north 
side of the street. City Administrator 
Mary Blair-Hoeft explained that the 
hill under the roadway would be cut 
down during the construction and 
that will allow better sight-lines for 
pedestrians and drivers. 

If warranted, pedestrian crossing 
signs and/or more speed limit signs 
will be placed along the street when it 
is done. The sheriff’s department will 
also monitor drivers’ speed as they 
travel the road.

Council members voted unani-
mously to approve the annexation.

BCRC concession bid awarded
The group also approved the 

$319,200 bid from Mohs Contracting, 

Inc., of Owatonna to build the con-
cession stand at the Byron Community 
Recreation Complex. The complex is 
located on the eastern edge of town 
between homes in the Byron Towne 
Village and the railroad tracks. The 
complex will include four tourna-
ment-quality lighted baseball dia-
monds, a large paved parking lot, 
picnic areas, a playground and a 
graded area that could be used for 
community festivals like Good 
Neighbor Days.

Social Host Ordinance 
approved

Council members also approved a 
social host ordinance for the city.

The ordinance mandates that peo-
ple are held responsible who know-
ingly allow underage drinking on 
property they control.

This is different from ordinances 
that prohibit adults providing alcohol 
to minors.

By Patricia Cutting
 Byron United Methodist 
Church (BUMC) is celebrat-
ing its 150th anniversary this 
year. The members are not 
celebrating in the traditional 
ways with dinners, speeches 
and reminiscing, instead they 
are celebrating by doing mis-
sion projects. 

It was in November of 
1866 when the then Minnesota 
Annual Conference of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, 
the state wide organization of 
all Methodist churches in the 
state, first recognized Byron 
Methodist Episcopal Church 
as an official church. Until 
that time, since 1855, classes 
were held in Byron. Classes 
were led by a local leader with 
scriptures, prayer and discus-
sions. A pastor, who was 
called a circuit rider because 
he would travel a route among 
three or four classes, came 
once or twice a month to lead 
the class. 

Starting in November of 
2015, BUMC has chosen a 
different mission project each 
month in which to involve its 
members. Keeping in mind 
that the celebration was for the 

150th anniversary, the goal for 
each month was set at attain-
ing 150 of whatever the items 
were for any particular month.  

Last November, the mem-
bers donated toys to the 

Salvation Army Christmas 
program and stuffed animals 
to the First Responders of 
Byron. In December, personal 
items for its residents and 
items for the shelter itself 

were given to the Women’s 
Shelter, Inc. of Rochester. 
January found the members 
collecting paper products to be 
given to the Dorothy Day 
House and Ronald McDonald 
House. Also, in January 
BUMC members began serv-
ing an evening meal to the 
Dorothy Day House residents 
the first Monday of each 
month. Birdseed and suet were 
collected during February for 
Season’s Hospice of 
Rochester. March found the 
members participating in the 
Channel One’s annual food 
drive. A Blood Drive 
Challenge, involving the 
members of BUMC challeng-
ing members of Christ 
Lutheran Church of Byron to 
also donate blood, was held in 
April. May found the mem-
bers donating to the annual 
Love Offering, where 100 per-
cent of the money goes for 
mission work.

• • • • • • • •• • • • • • • •
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Community 
Calendar

July 13-17 
• Dodge County Free 
Fair, Kasson. 
July 15-17 
• Byron Good Neighbor 
Days.
July 15 
• Family Movie Night, 
“Inside Out,” at City Hall 
part of Byron GND.

Byron office: 
507.775.6180 

CNC office:

507.374.6531 
Email:

byronreview@gmail.com
Located inside First Alliance, 

1011 Tompkins Dr. NE 
Drop-box outside office door

deadline:
Wednesday

By David Richards
It all starts bright and early on 

Thursday, July 14.
The Byron Good Neighbor 

Days medallion hunts are back, 
with two again for this year.

Similar to the popular hunts in 
both Rochester and in the Twin 
Cities, the Byron versions involve 
collecting the clues, searching for 
the shiny medallions and claiming 
the cash prize.

“I’ve always been curious 
about the other hunts, and Good 
Neighbor Days needed something 
to get the community more 
involved,” said organizer LeAnn 
Bieber. “This is something people 
can do on an individual level.”

The first clues will be posted 
on July 14, with the individual 
hunt at 7 a.m. and the business 
scavenger hunt at 9 a.m., both on 

the chamber’s website, http://
www.byronmnchamber.com, and 
on the Good Neighbor Days 
Facebook page.

Byron medallion 
hunts return July 14

Byron grants 14 home permits in May

Church marks 150th in monthly mission projects

By Olivia Hjerleid
Byron Review Intern

For many years the Byron school dis-
trict has been known for the massive bear 
statue that stands outside the high school. 
Made of used lawnmower blades, the 
sculpture is a proud Byron monument. As 
of last week, however, Byron has one 
more statue to enjoy. 

A second bear sculpture was put in 

place at the new Byron Primary building 
on June 27. Created by Ken Nyberg, with 
the help of his son Tim, it features two 
bear cubs standing against a tree stump. 
The two cubs stand 13.5 feet tall and 
weigh about one ton each. This piece 
required a lot of materials, with the stump 
alone being made of 400 steel plates.

The cubs arrive

Cubs continued on page 4

Medallion continues 
on page 2

City continues 
on page 2

UMC continues on page 2

Members if Byron United Methodist Church prepare 150 health kits. Each month the 
church works on a mission project in celebration of their 150th. Photo submitted

Posing in front of the new sculpture are (from left to right): School board members Tessa Olive and Harvey Bergh, sculptor Ken Nyberg and his son Tim, Primary School principal 
Amanda Durnen, Jennifer Dole, Byron Community Education director, and superintendent Jeff Elstad. Photo by Olivia Hjerleid

2015 BGND medallion

DODGE
COUNTY

FAIR
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Community 
Calendar

July 21 
• 5:30-7:30pm, Walbruch 
event in Mantorville park, 
see page 5.
July 22-23 
• Hayfield Celebration, 
see pages 9-11.
 July 22-24 
• West Concord Survival 
Days, see pages 7-8.

 507-374-6531
cnceditor@kmtel.com

40 West Main St.  
Dodge Center
deadline:
Thursday

HeraldSTAR

By Gretta Becay
Sen. Vicki Jensen (DFL) talked at 

length to the Dodge County commis-
sioners at their meeting July 12 about 
the 2016 legislative session.
MNSure

She talked about MNSure and the 
impact to southeastern Minnesota of 
Blue Cross Blue Shield’s decision to 
no longer insure individuals and fami-
lies. Jensen said about 103,000 
Minnesotans are affected by the deci-
sion.

Coincidentally at the meeting, 
Michael Pegg, the income and health 
care assistance supervisor and Cathy 
Skogen, the income and health care 

assistance manager - both for the 
MNsure team at MNPrairie - gave an 
update to the commissioners about 
MNSure. 

For those unfamiliar with the term, 
“MNSure is actually a marketplace 
where Minnesotans can find, com-
pare, choose and get quality health 
care coverage that best fits their needs 
and budget. This system also deter-
mines client eligibility for public assis-
tance programs like Medical assis-
tance and MinnesotaCare,” they 
explained.

Blue Cross Blue Shield was one of 
the companies in this marketplace. 

MNPrairie is the MNPrairie 
County Alliance, the organization of 

Dodge, Steele and Waseca counties 
that handles human services tasks for 
the three counties. When the counties 
voted on the merger, they did so with 
the goals in mind of “saving taxpayer 
money while providing excellent ser-
vice.” 
Buffer zones

Jensen also talked about the 
requirements for buffers along water-
ways in the state. She said that the pre-
liminary policies are available at: 
http://bwsr.state.mn.us/buffers/ and 
that the state Board of Water and Soil 
Resources is seeking comments 
through July 27 on the policies before 
they are finalized.

Commissioner Rod Peterson com-
mented that, “Dodge County is in 
pretty good shape,” regarding buffers 
and ditches but statewide there are 
many problems around lakes, for 
example, where cabins have been built 
close to the shoreline.
Transportation funding

Jensen talked about the $600 mil-
lion agreed upon by the legislators for 
transportation maintenance but no 
decision was reached on how to raise 
the revenue to cover that amount in 
future years. She talked about how 
congestion and population growth in 
the Twin Cities scoop up transporta-
tion dollars.

Ewe! Sheep stolen?

By Tara Lindquist
Sixth, seventh and eighth graders in 

the Hayfield School District will see 
changes to the way their school day is 
scheduled in the coming school year.

During the regular monthly school 
board meeting on July 11, Superintendent 
Belinda Selfors explained the new mid-
dle grades programming. 

The three grades will still have 
English and math for a full year. Sixth 
grade will have a half-year of science 
and a half-year of social studies. Seventh 
and eighth grades will have a full year of 
science and social studies. 

The major changes come in from the 
non-core class schedules. During the 
2015-2016 school year sixth graders had 
six weeks of computer, a full year of 
band/choir, a full year of music and a full 
year of physical education.

This coming school year, sixth grade 
students will have a semester of art, 
computer, health and STEM.  A full year 

of band/choir/study hall, physical educa-
tion and transitions. Transitions and 
STEM classes are new to Hayfield. 

Transitions will focus on helping stu-
dents develop study and time manage-
ment skills. STEM stands for Science, 
Technology Engineering and Math. 
“STEM will focus on the practical appli-
cation of those areas,” Selfors explained. 
She also stated she is excited for the 
opportunities the 6th grade will have in 
being in a more middle school like set-
ting.  

Seventh grade will see changes in the 
time length and courses offered. Instead 
of trimester of Ag Tech the new pro-
gramming standards have transitioned to 
a STEM Class for a semester. 

Eighth graders, instead of having a 
trimester of Ag Tech and Ag will now 
have a semester of Ag. Eighth grade will 
also have a semester of Computer Apps, 
FACS, Health, Physical Education and 
Spanish. 

The school board also passed a reso-
lution establishing dates for filing affi-
davits of candidacy. The period to file to 
run for the four school board seats that 
are up for election this year will be from 
August 2 to August 16. An affidavit of 
candidacy must be filed in the office of 
the school district clerk and a $2 filing 
fee is required. Candidates for the office 
must be an eligible voter, must be 
21-years-old or older and must have been 
a resident of the school district for 30 
days before the general election and 
must have no other affidavit on file for 
any other office at the same primary or 
next ensuing general election. 

Other items on the agenda included 
the hiring of fall sport coaches, adoption 
of the anonymous letters, school board 
use or electronic mail, request for public 
records, rehiring former full-time teach-
ers and post secondary education poli-
cies. The board will meet again on 
Monday, August 8 at 7 p.m. 

continued on page 2

Correction:
The last two sentences in 

last week’s story about the 
new tanning salon in 
Hayfield were missing:  
Sunquest can be reached at 
507-450-1811 or 507-458-
6220. “If people mention 
this story I’ll give 20% off,”  
Hythecker said.

Dodge County Commissioners

Legislative session and MNSure update presented

Hayfield School Board

School day schedule changes planned

By Jacelyn Schley
CNC Intern

It was another night at the fair for the 
Erickson farm and their 27 sheep. They fed and 
watered their ewes and rams for the night, went 
home expecting to prep for the show the next 
day, but when they came back in the morning 
they discovered their three-month-old ram was 
missing.

Shawn Erickson and his son Brock, from 
Stewartville, thought it was misplaced at first. 
They went around to all the pens and buildings 
to see if it was there, but after searching every-
where they realized it was no longer on the 
grounds. They went to the fairground police 
office to report that it was apparently stolen. 

At 11:30 a.m. it was reported missing, and 
from that time to the late evening officers had 

been working hard to get it back. Twenty min-
utes after the incident was reported, the office 
received an anonymous tip from someone who 
overheard the possible suspect by the grand-
stands. 

They said they saw two people take off with 
a sheep in the middle of the night after saying 
they wanted to steal a couple of sheep or goats. 
The officers managed to piece together a possi-
ble suspect and found a contact that could give 
them the number of the suspect.

Once they called, the suspects said the ram 
was in their residence in Hastings. Around 9 
p.m. Saturday night the ram was finally 
returned to the family.

The names and any other information of the 
suspects will not be released until further inves-
tigation is completed. The family gives a spe-
cial thanks to deputy Tyler Vermeersch for 
doing so much work and eventually cracking 
the case. Shawn said, “Without him, we 
wouldn’t have gotten our ram back.”

Festival
previews

Pages 7-11

Theft discovered  
while counting sheep

Brock Erickson, shown with his ewe sheep, had a ram stolen during the Dodge County 
Fair. Thanks to some sleuthing by local law enforcement, the ram was found and 
returned. Photo by Jacelyn Schley

INSIDE:

• • • • • • •• • • • • • •
The Dodge County Fair exhibit in remembrance of the World Trade Center disaster draws 
crowds. See more on this historic visit on pages 14 and 15. Photo by Larry Dobson

By Tara Lindquist
During their meeting on 

Tuesday, June 12 the 
Claremont City Council once 
again discussed the possibility 
of acquiring two empty lots on 
Front Street. The city original-
ly turned down the county’s 
offer to acquire the lots but 
area residents have encour-
aged the council to get the 
lots, as well as allow the 
American Legion and the 
Claremont Chamber of 
Commerce to build a Veteran’s 
Memorial on the lots.

Speaking for the Chamber 
of Commerce, Bryan Wolf 
once again asked the council 
to acquire the lots. The 
Chamber of Commerce will 
work with the American 
Legion to raise money to build 
the Veteran’s Memorial. After 
some discussion the council 
voted 4-1 to acquire the lot. 
The groups will have three 
years to complete the Veteran’s 
Memorial or the property will 
go back to the county. 

Wolf also informed the 
council that Hogfest will just 
be one day this year and it will 
be a family orientated event, 
as there will not be a street 
dance or alcohol served. 

During the public works 

committee report it was 
reported that a resident had 
painted a cross walk on 
Church Street. During the dis-
cussion the council agreed 
that the crosswalk was done 
against State Statute and the 
city clerk will send the home-
owner a letter instructing 
them to paint the cross walk 
black, to match the street. 

The council heard updates 
on County Road 5, outside of 
the Al-Corn Plant. The engi-
neer hired by the city came up 
with three options, as Al-Corn 
has requested that there be 
parking on the side of the 
road. The council voted to go 
with option 3, which calls for 
putting an overlay on the road, 
patching it and widening it 11 
feet to allow parking on one 
side of the road. The extra 
parking is needed due to a 
planned Al-Corn expansion. 
The cost of the project will be 
paid for by implementing a 
TIFF district for the new 
Al-Corn expansion.

Other items on the agenda 
included a presentation from 
Geronimo Energy, a resolu-
tion appointing election judg-
es and the payment of the 
bills. 

Claremont City Council

Hogfest, to be a 
one day family event 

There will be more on the Dodge County Fair in next week's Star Herald.

Have you heard it?
Have you seen it?
A meadowlark was 
singing its heart out 
recently at the Dodge 
Center airport – a 
thrill for enthusiasts 
who have not seen or 
heard a meadowlark 
in many years.
Photos by Larry Dobson
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� eir moment to shine

State Supreme 
Court reverses 
ruling on tax 
value of Blandin 
forest land

FORUM NEWS SERVICE

The Minnesota Supreme Court has 
reversed a lower-court decision that 
had favored Blandin Paper Co. in 
its long-running legal dispute with 
several Northland counties over the 
valuation of more than 187,000 acres 
of forestland.

The state’s highest court issued 
a ruling Wednesday that reversed 
a June 2015 Minnesota Tax Court 
ruling and remanded the case — in-
volving property taxes on more than 
4,600 individual land parcels in St. 
Louis, Itasca, Aitkin and Koochiching 
counties — for a new trial.

The Supreme Court opinion, writ-
ten by Justice Christopher Dietzen, 
found that the method Blandin is 
seeking to use to determine the 
fair market value of the property is 
admissible in a property tax proceed-
ing — if it’s backed by evidence with 
“foundational reliability” and results 
in the determination of a value for 
each parcel.

“Because the record does not 
establish that the appraisal evidence 
offered by (Blandin) satisfi es these 
requirements, the tax court erred in 
admitting that evidence,” Dietzen 
wrote, resulting in the need for a new 
trial.

SEE COURT, PAGE 8

PHOTOS BY MARIE NALAN  |  HERALD-REVIEW
During 4-H judging on Wednesday at the Itasca County Fair, 4-Her Brennan (above) 
shows a judge is LEGO ship while 4-Her Adrianna (below) presents her homemade 
quilt.

Several � le for 
city elections

BY LISA ROSEMORE
HERALDREVIEW

Filings for mayor and city council 
seats in Grand Rapids and Cohasset 
closed this week. 

In Grand Rapids, incumbent mayor 
Dale Adams will be seeking his 
fourth term in offi ce. Also fi ling for 
the mayor’s race is Robert Ward.

Cohasset Mayor Greg Hagy is run-
ning unopposed.

A special election for the remainder 
of former Grand Rapids City Coun-
cilor Jon Toivenen’s term will be held, 
with the winner to be sworn in on 
Nov. 14 to serve the fi nal two years. 
Toivenen resigned his seat after three 
months in offi ce due to moving out 
of the area for work purposes. The 
council appointed Rick Blake to serve 
until the next council election.

SEE ELECTIONS, PAGE 8

County fair is the event local 4-Hers prepare for all year long
BY MARIE NALAN

HERALDREVIEW
 
Wednesday was a big 

day for local 4-Her’s at the 
Itasca County Fair! Across 
the country, children of all 
ages involved with 4-H have 
the opportunity to create 
and present projects to judg-
es at their local county fairs 
for the chance to bring their 
project to the state fair. 
Youth from the area have 
worked hard for the chance 
to present their projects 
to judges. On Wednesday, 
the Itasca County Fair saw 
everything from homemade 
quilts, to handmade rock-
ets, to LEGO creations, to 
presentations on pet care. 
The judges, like every year, 
were impressed by what the 

creations, but more impor-
tantly, the hard work of the 
children.

“These kids really throw 
their heart and soul into 
these projects,” said Sarah 
Holmbeck, event judge and 
former 4-Her. 

For children choosing 
a project topic, the sky is 
the limit. The judging on 
Wednesday saw projects on 
photography, animal sci-
ence, plant science, creative 
arts, and more. 

The judging began on 
Wednesday when children 
started to line up outside 
the 4-H building at the 
fairgrounds. From 12:30 
-5:30 p.m., they went in and 
presented their projects to 
judges. They all worked 
extremely hard, and many 

were hoping their projects 
would be chosen to go to the 
Minnesota State Fair in a 
few weeks. 

Most of the children 
were pretty nervous when 
they went into the judging 
building, because they had 
big tasks in front of them. 
When a child completes a 
4-H project, they do more 
than just submit the fi n-
ished project- they need to 
explain it to the judge and 
answer questions they are 
asked. That is a pretty scary 
prospect for a fourth grader. 
However, most students 
began to relax once they 
started talking with the 
judges, who were all enthu-
siastic and supportive.

SEE 4H, PAGE 8 

Jenkins to serve 15 years for death of infant son
BY LISA ROSEMORE

HERALDREVIEW

An Inger man will serve 15 years in 
prison for the October 2014 death of his 
infant.

Emery James Jenkins, 38, appeared 
before Itasca County District Court Judge 
Korey Wahwassuck Wednesday afternoon 
for sentencing on an amended charge of 

felony fi rst degree manslaughter. Jenkins 
had entered an Alford plea to the charge 
on July 28.

An Alford plea allows a defendant to 
maintain his innocence while admitting 
there is enough evidence for a jury to 
convict him.

Jenkins was indicted by a grand jury on 
Jan. 23, 2015 with two counts of fi rst de-
gree murder – one count of felony fi rst de-

gree murder while committing child abuse 
with a past pattern of child abuse, and one 
count of felony fi rst degree murder while 
committing domestic abuse with a past 
pattern of domestic abuse – and one count 
of felony second degree murder. He was 
originally charged with one count of felony 
second degree murder for the death of his 
two-and-a-half month old son, Joseph.

SEE JENKINS, PAGE 8
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COURT
FROM PAGE 1

On another point, the 
Supreme Court agreed with 
Blandin that the record 
supports the company’s 
position that a conservation 
easement it sold to the state 
of Minnesota reduced the 
market value of the prop-
erty. But because the case 
was remanded for “a new 
trial on all issues,” Dietzen 
wrote that the Tax Court 
will have to decide what that 
reduction, if any, should be 
under whatever valuation 
method is determined at the 
new trial.

The issue dates back to 
2010, when Blandin parent 
company UPM agreed to sell 
conservation easements for 
the parcels in question to the 
state of Minnesota. Under 
that deal and the terms of 
the easements, Blandin/
UPM received $44 million, 
and maintained ownership 
of the land and the ability to 
manage it for timber har-
vesting to serve its Grand 
Rapids mill — but agreed to 
keep the land permanently 
undeveloped, undivided and 
open to the public.

In 2011, the Minneapolis 
Star Tribune reported, the 
counties appraised each 
parcel individually, and the 
collective value was $189 
million. But Blandin argued 
that because of its conserva-
tion easement with the state, 
the only market for the land 
would be buyers who could 
purchase all the acreage at 
once — so it therefore was 
worth just $25.8 million. 
That would mean a sig-
nificant reduction in prop-
erty tax revenue for the four 
counties.

In a decision filed in June 
2015, after court hearings in 
2013 and 2014, Minnesota 
Tax Court Judge Bradford 
Delapena sided with Blan-
din.

The four counties appealed 
Delapena’s decision to the 
state Supreme Court. Among 
other arguments, they took 
issue with the Tax Court 
treating the 187,000 acres 
as a single unit — the value 
of which would be averaged 
across the various proper-
ties — rather than as 4,680 
individually valued parcels.

In doing so, the counties 
argued in a brief to the Su-
preme Court, the Tax Court 
“sanctioned the creation of a 
new mode of taxation, where 
certain owners of multiple 
parcels would be taxed at a 
‘wholesale’ rate and given a 
‘bulk discount,’ while owners 
of a single tax parcel would 
be taxed at a ‘retail’ level.”

In a brief filed in response, 
attorneys for Blandin coun-
tered that if the market finds 
the “highest and best use” 
of the parcels as a single 
unit, the land should be ap-
praised as a single unit and 
not as individual parcels. 
The conservation easement 
limits “the sole physically 
possible, legally permissible, 
financially feasible, and 
maximally productive use for 
the (land) to timber produc-
tion,” they argued, and any 
potential purchaser would 
value and buy the land as a 
single unit.

In the Supreme Court rul-
ing, Dietzen wrote that the 
so-called “unit-rule method” 
used by Blandin may be 
admissible in determining 
property taxes — but cited 
shortcomings in how it was 
applied in the case in Tax 
Court. Among other points, 
Dietzen wrote that Blandin’s 
“top-down approach” — de-
termining a combined value 
of all the properties, and 
then allocating that value 
for each of 78 taxing districts 
that contain at least some of 
the land — “does not sepa-
rately examine the unique 
characteristics of each par-
cel” as required by state law.

In a statement issued 
Wednesday, Itasca County 
officials said that “county 
staff and legal counsel will 
be further analyzing the 
decision and meeting with 
the county board before any 
action is taken to chart a 
path forward.”

The Minneapolis Star 
Tribune contributed to this 
report.

4-H
FROM PAGE 1

The judges explained that this helps children gain confi-
dence and  public speaking skills. The effects of a few years 
of experience were definitely visible- the older 4-Hers were 
noticeably more comfortable with the judges and their proj-
ects. However, the younger children a did an impressive job. 

According to the judges, the event helps children learn 
how to take constructive criticism and use it to help them 
improve. This personal improvement is the most important 
aspect of the event, explained Holmbeck.

Fellow judge Lori- Kangas-Olson agreed. 
“We have the world at our fingertips,” she explained. “But 

when we dig deeper and understand, that’s when growth 
happens.” 

The 4-Hers that presented Wednesday received that 
constructive criticism, and are already thinking about how 
to use it and improve their craft. For example, 4-Her Kiara 
got help improving her photography from the judge. He 

thought she should be more open to using the flash feature, 
she explained. 

“I really like hearing their opinions,” she said. 
Another 4-Her, Adrianna, received advice on improving 

her quilting. She is very passionate about her craft, and 
makes a quilt for each member of her family every year. 
The judge thought her talents were promising, and that she 
should keep experimenting with different techniques and 
practicing. 

After the long day of presentations, the judges saw count-
less amazing projects. Several 4-Hers will move on to the 
State Fair, but more importantly, every child gained confi-
dence in their craft and learned something. As the judges 
explained, that is what completing a 4-H project is all about.

“It’s really great to see the growth,” said Holmbeck.
The 4-Her’s projects will be on display in the 4-H build-

ing all throughout the county fair this weekend. Be sure to 
check there to see who will move on to the State Fair, and 
see all the other amazing projects by local children.

JENKINS
FROM PAGE 1

At the start of Wednesday’s hearing, 
Wahwassuck pointed out that Jenkins 
had filed two pro se motions, motions 
filed on his own without the assistance 
of his defense attorneys – one asking to 
withdraw his guilty plea and the other 
requesting a jury trial on the prosecu-
tion’s request for aggravated sentenc-
ing.

Jenkins’ public defenders, Evelyn 
Schneider and Scott Belfry, told the 
court that Jenkins wished to withdraw 
those motions, which Jenkins stated, 
“yes,” when asked if that’s what he 
wanted to do.

Prosecuting attorney Todd Webb told 
the court that a victim impact state-
ment from the baby’s mother, who was 
present in the courtroom, had been 
filed with the court, but she did not 
want to address the court.

Jenkins was on probation for a 
felony third degree assault conviction 
committed against the infant’s mother 
at the time of the baby’s death. It is the 
Herald-Review’s policy not to identify 
victims of domestic assault.

Stating “this is a sad case,” Schnei-
der explained that the pregnancy was 
a high-risk pregnancy and that despite 
living in an impoverished area, the 
parents did the best with what they 
had. Belfrey said they were asking for 
a bottom-of-the-box sentencing adding 
that Jenkins was grief-stricken over 

the baby’s death.
Schneider asked to call witnesses to 

testify about Jenkins, to which Webb 
objected.

This is a sentencing hearing, Webb 
stated, adding that Jenkins waived 
any defenses at his plea hearing. 
Jenkins’ claims that an accident and 
poor pre-natal health contributed to 
the baby’s death, “those all go towards 
guilt, not sentencing.”

Schneider said she disagreed, point-
ing out that Jenkins had entered an 
Alford plea and that the defense had a 
right to show mitigating factors.

Wahwassuck overruled the prosecu-
tion’s objection, adding that she ac-
knowledged what the state was saying.

Schneider called three of Jenkins 
family members to the stand, and 
under questioning by Schneider, they 
said that Jenkins was a “good guy.” 
One family member stated that Jen-
kins attempted to donate a kidney to 
his mother, who later passed away, but 
found he was not a match.

She also read excerpts of statements 
from other family members, who told 
of how Jenkins would take his children 
fishing and to a nearby park.

After testimony and statements from 
the attorneys which lasted for nearly 
45 minutes, Wahwassuck called for a 
recess to review the statements.

After court reconvened after the 
half-hour recess, Wahwassuck asked 

Jenkins if there was anything he 
wanted to say.

“I loved him very much,” Jenkins 
said, his voice breaking, He said not 
a day went by when he didn’t think of 
his son.

He also asked the baby’s mother to 
forgive him.

“I can’t forgive myself,” Jenkins said, 
breaking into a sob.

Wahwassuck stated that the pre-
sumptive sentence in Minnesota for 
first degree felony manslaughter is a 
122-month sentence.

While the defense had argued for 
a lesser sentence of 108 months in 
prison, Wahwassuck pointed out 
that at the plea hearing, Jenkins had 
admitted to two aggravating factors in 
the baby’s death: the vulnerability of 
the baby due his age and Jenkins’ prior 
domestic abuse convictions.

“Truly, this case is a tragedy,” Wah-
wassuck said.

Stating that Jenkins has a history of 
domestic assault convictions, “the ag-
gravated sentence is warranted.”

In addition to the 15-year prison 
sentence, of which Jenkins will serve 
120 months in prison and 60 months 
on supervised release, dependent on 
good behavior, he was also ordered to 
submit a DNA sample and pay a $125 
fine. He was also given credit for 665 
days already served in custody at the 
Itasca County Jail.

PHOTOS 
BY MARIE 
NALAN  |  
HERALD-

REVIEW
At top, 

4-Her Sarah 
explains her 

project on 
dog groom-

ing during 
judging at 
the Itasca 

County Fair 
on Wednes-

day; at 
right, 4-Her 

Mitchell 
presents his 

project on 
goats.

ELECTIONS
FROM PAGE 1

Blake and Linda Jo 
Thompson have filed for the 
seat.

Councilor Ed Zabinski 
has decided not to run for 
re-election. His seat, along 
with Councilor Dale Chris-
ty’s seat are up for re-elec-
tion. Christy has filed for 
re-election and also filing for 

Grand Rapids City Council 
are Tasha Connelly, Tony 
Ward, Charles Burress and 
Dan Chase. 

In the race for the seats 
currently held by Zabinski 
and Christy, the top two 
vote-getters will earn place-
ment on the council.

In Cohasset, Councilor 
Dennis Blankensop has not 

filed for re-election. His seat, 
along with Councilor Jason 
Tabaka’s seat, are up for 
election. Tabaka has filed 
for re-election.

Also filing for Cohasset 
City Council are Richard 
Kortekaas and Mary Flinck. 
The top two vote-getters 
will earn placement on the 
council.

A person must be a resi-
dent of the city for which he 
or she files for election to 
office. 

For more information on 
municipal elections in Min-
nesota, visit the Minnesota 
Secretary of State website at 
www.sos.state.mn.us.
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Life’s elixiR: Safe drinking water

BY RUBY REDEKOPP

rubyredekopp@gmail.com

Wellhead protection may not be 
a common conservation starter 
among Hutchinson residents, but 
it’s a topic that concerns anyone 
who eats at local restaurants, fills 
up a water bottle at work, or buys 50 
cent lemonade from kids on the side 
of the road.

Wellhead protection is a national 
effort to reduce contaminants in 
drinking water at the source. Well-
head Protection Programs are 
required at the federal level by a 
1986 amendment to the Safe Drink-
ing Water Act and administered 
through the state.

“ W e  l o o k  a t 
protecting drink-
ing water in three 
parts: prevention, 
treatment and moni-
toring,” said Stew 
Thornley, health 
educator with the 
Minnesota Depart-
ment of Health. “We 
first try to keep con-
taminants out.”

Every 10 to 15 
years, the city of Hutchinson up-
dates its Wellhead Protection Plan. 
The purpose of this plan, according 
to City Environmental Specialist 
John Paulson, is to “preserve and 
provide a safe drinking water supply 
to the Hutchinson community for 
years to come.”

The present WHPP was created 
in 2005, and an updated version is 
currently undergoing a lengthy revi-
sion and review process by the MDH.

“It’s a lot of information to go 
through,” Paulson said. The plan 
is estimated to cost the city nearly 
$30,000.

In conjunction with the MDH, the 
city hired Short Elliot Hendrickson 
Inc. to analyze the geology of the 
aquifer and help determine the 
boundaries of the Wellhead Protec-
tion Area, Drinking Water Supply 
Management Area and Emergency 

Management Zone.
The WHPA is calculated based 

on a variable called 10-year time of 
travel, which estimates the current 
location of the water the city will be 
drawing in 10 years. The DWSMA 
is simply a more practical outline 
of the WHPA based on property 
lines, and the EMZ is high-priority 

zone at the center of the WHPA, 
or around the city wells near the 
intersection of State Highway 7 and 
Prospect Avenue.

After those areas have been 
established, the plan assesses the 
vulnerability of the aquifer to con-
tamination, identifies the main 
potential issues the aquifer faces, 

and details how the city will work 
to combat those risks.

In 2005, Hutchinson city wells 
were found to have a low vulner-
ability to contamination. This is 
because the water, drawn from the 
Quaternary Buried Artesian aqui-
fer, is by no means new.

Recent testing confirmed an ab-

sence of radioactive tritium in the 
aquifer, which means the water has 
been in the aquifer since at least 
1953. Old water is better because it 
means contaminated water from the 
surface isn’t able to trickle down into 
groundwater, a process known as re-
charge. The city’s five wells, ranging 
between 410 and 475 feet in depth, are 
protected by approximately 400 feet 
of non-porous clay till.

“If a tank or truck spills, it’s not 
going to go down and enter our wa-
ter,” Paulson said. The main risk 
of harmful chemicals entering the 
water supply, then, is through pri-
vate wells drawing from the same 
aquifer.

“We estimate that there’s a total 
of 350 to 400 wells in the DWSMA,” 
he said. If a private well inside the 
DWSMA becomes contaminated, it 
could affect city water.

“We don’t want someone who 
doesn’t know what they’re doing to 
contaminate the water supply,” he 
said. Only about 40 percent of wells 
in the 13.6-square-mile DWSMA 
are inside Hutchinson city limits.

The city uses the well index and 
MDH data to locate and monitor 
as many private wells as possible. 
Still, Paulson acknowledged the 
city does not know where all of the 
wells in the DWSMA are. Most are 
not a concern, however, because 
they are shallow environmental 
wells – only 17 to 20 feet deep – used 
for supplying sprinkler systems or 
testing groundwater near fuel sta-
tions. Since the Hutchinson aqui-
fer is non-vulnerable, the water af-
fected by these wells never comes 
into contact with the aquifer.

Thus, the WHPP addresses two 
main potential issues: old, aban-
doned wells and high-capacity, 
industrial wells. If maintained 
improperly, both types of wells 
could allow contaminants to seep 
down into the aquifer.

“We’re implementing (abandoned 
well) sealing programs and working 
with high-capacity users such as 
Ohly,” Paulson said.

A layer of protection at the source
Hutchinson’s Wellhead Protection Plan ensure city residents will receive safe water for years to come

John 
Paulson

Quantity used aff ects quality
Water supply doesn’t seem like 
an issue folks living in the Land 
of 10,000 Lakes need worry 
about. But while Hutchinson isn’t 
expected to face a water shortage 
anytime soon, wasting water is 
still a concern because it increases 
the risk of contaminants entering 
water.

“There’s more opportunity 
for there to be issues because 
you’re drawing from a larger 
area,” said John Paulson, city 
environmentalist.

The city measures water levels to 
determine if too much water is 
being drawn from the aquifer.

“We monitor our wells pretty closely,” 

said city water supervisor Eric Levine. 
“We take weekly static readings and 
running readings.”

“Water conservation isn’t just a 
gimmick,” Paulson said. “It’s something 
that’s important for long-term water 
supply.”

There’s no cause for alarm, though.

“We can handle the water demand 
well into the future,” Levine said.

The following are easy, water-saving 
tips paraphrased from WaterSense, 
an Environmental Protection Agency 
Partnership Program:

 ■ Repair dripping faucets and 
showerheads. One drip per second 
can waste more than 3,000 gallons per 

year.
 ■ Install a WaterSense labeled aerator 

or faucet to increase effi  ciency by 30 
percent.

 ■ Take a short shower. A full bathtub 
requires up to 70 gallons of water, 
while a fi ve-minute shower only uses 
10 to 25 gallons.

 ■ Turn off  the tap while brushing your 
teeth — you’ll save up to eight gallons 
per day.

 ■ Install a WaterSense labeled toilet, 
which uses 20 percent less water and 
can save a family of four more than $90 
annually on its water utility bill, and 
$2,000 over the lifetime of the toilets

 ■ Check for toilet leaks by adding 
food coloring to the tank. If the toilet 
is leaking, color will appear in the bowl 

within 15 minutes. Make sure to fl ush 
as soon as the test is done, since food 
coloring can stain the tank

 ■ Wash only full loads of dishes or 
clothes, or lower water settings for 
smaller loads.

 ■ Replace your old washing machine 
with a high-effi  ciency, ENERGY STAR 
(r) labeled model, which uses up to 50 
percent less water and electricity.

 ■ Water your lawn or garden during 
the cool morning hours to reduce 
evaporation.

 ■ Look for sprinklers that produce 
droplets, not mist, or use soaker hoses 
or trickle irrigation for trees and shrubs.

 ■ Set sprinklers to water lawns and 
gardens only. Check that you’re not 
watering the street or sidewalk.

 ■ Try not to over water your 
landscaping. Learn plants’ water 
needs and water diff erent types 
appropriately.

 ■ Plant climate appropriate species in 
your garden.

 ■ Don’t fertilize too much. You’ll 
increase the lawn’s need for water.

 ■ Raise your lawn mower blade to 
at least three inches. Taller grass 
promotes deeper roots, shades the 
root system and holds soil moisture 
better than a closely cropped lawn.

 ■ Use mulch around trees and plants 
to help reduce evaporation and control 
water-stealing weeds.

Crow River
15

7

Hutchinson wellhead protection map
Public Water Supply Well

Emergency Management Zone

Wellhead Protection Area (WHPA)

Drinking Water Supply 

Management Area (DWSMA)

Key

“We look at protecting drinking water in three parts: prevention, treatment and 
monitoring.” 
Stew Thornley
Health educator with the Minnesota Department of Health

PHOTO BY RUBY REDEKOPP

Dr. Tom Lyke, dentist with Bryn Gardd Dental Care, said he believes vast improvements were made in 
Hutchinson water quality when the new water treatment plant was built in 2007.
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By Jonathan Fjeld
Ever wonder what your

pets do when you’re not
home? This is exactly what
many of us, including the
writers behind The Secret
Life of Pets, Illumination
Entertainment (makers of
Despicable Me) and Univer-
sal Pictures’ latest creation,
have wondered. 
The movie is pretty self-

explanatory from the title,
The Secret Life of Pets, but it
seems that such a basis can
go only so far. Luckily, The
Secret Life has Ice Age’s ex-
ecutive producer and writers
behind Horton Hears a Who
and a cast of heavyweights
to flesh out ideas that are
often thought up by pet
owners and curious minds
alike.
Louis C.K. stars as the

main pet, Max, a Jack Rus-
sell terrier who lives with his
owner, Katie (voiced by Elle
Kemper), in her New York
City apartment. All is well in
his world with his animal
friends, Chloe (a cat voiced
by Lake Bell), Mel (a pug
voiced by Bobby Moynihan),
Buddy (a dachshund voiced
by Hannibal Buress) and
Sweet Pea (a parakeet voiced
by Tara Strong), until Katie
brings home a large New-
foundland named Duke
(voiced by Eric Stonestreet
from “Modern Family”). 
Duke introduces himself

to Max and explains to him
that he came from the ani-
mal shelter. Duke tries to be
friends with Max but Max
resents him because he
knows that Katie won’t be
giving him full attention
anymore. Because of this,
Max complains to her that
Duke should be brought
back to the shelter. Of
course, being that Max is a
dog and Katie is a human,
his complaints come out as
barks and not as words but
Duke hears exactly what
Max says and tensions run
high. 

After that night, Max does
whatever he can to frame
Duke in a bad light and try
to get him back in the shel-
ter. However, this leads
them on a wild adventure
that takes them to an under-
ground animal group, led by
a white rabbit named Snow-
ball (voiced by Chris Hart),
who plots to get revenge on
humans with other animals
in the group.
The movie is certainly fun

and light-hearted but there
are moments of question
throughout the film that had
me wondering what was
going on. 
First, in the scene where

Gidget, a white Pomeranian
(voiced by Jenny Slate), con-
fronts Ozone, a Sphynx cat
(voiced by Steve Coogan)
who Max and Duke have a
run-in with, Gidget is harsh
with Ozone and slaps him in
the face a couple times be-
fore he cooperates. 
Secondly, a little while af-

terwards, Max and Duke run
into the aforementioned
group led by Snowball the
rabbit. Their intentions are
simple; Get revenge on the
humans by plotting to kill
them. Of course, being that
the animals in this said
group are abandoned pets,
it’s certainly understandable
why they would want to plot
revenge on humans. How-
ever, the bluntness of what
they intend on doing is a lit-
tle shocking.
Even with the question-

able moments, the movie is
still light-hearted and fun.
Max and Duke seem to
warm up to each other as
their adventure progresses
throughout the film and they
have to navigate their way
through the city; sort of like
Homeward Bound meets
Toy Story with a different
spin on it. 
Some of the standout ac-

tors of the film are Louis
C.K. as Max and Chris Hart
as Snowball. C.K. does a

good job of portraying the
loyalty and exuberance that
dogs have for their owners.
C.K. also gives Max a strong
personality which helps with
his position as the lead char-
acter. 
Hart also expresses exu-

berance as Snowball that has
transcended many of the
movies he’s been in. While it
may not always work in the
live-action films, it certainly
fits in The Secret Life with
the role he plays as an evil
rabbit who leads an under-
ground animal group that
plots revenge on humans. 
The Secret Life is different

from some animated films in
that it doesn’t quite feature
as many rousing jokes or
some of the raw emotion
that brings kids and adults
together as the film pro-
gresses, like Up, Monsters,
Inc. and Finding Nemo
does. Many of those rousing
laughs are saved for the
opening short that precedes
The Secret Life but there are
still some simple but clever
puns and jokes in the film
that will make kids and
adults, alike, laugh. 
The Secret Life is a family-

friendly and fun movie that
can remind some people of a
simpler time filled with
laughs and fun brought by
talking pets in an animated
film. The Secret Life is also a
movie that parents can take
their kids to and enjoy to-
gether for the simple laughs
and fun adventure. For pet
owners, like me, you can
also get a good laugh over
some of the tendencies por-
trayed on screen that our
pets have in real life. 
The Secret Life of Pets has

many solid qualities and it’s
easy to see why it has
grossed over $400 million
worldwide. In a sea of se-
quels, remakes and spinoffs
that the silver screen is al-
most drowning in as of
lately, it’s refreshing to see a
movie that isn’t like that.

Ironically, it’s just been an-
nounced that a sequel to The
Secret Life will be released
on July 13, 2018 but before
then, I recommend checking
out the original, even if you
aren’t the biggest fan of ani-
mated movies.  

Rating: 7.5/10
Stars: Louis C.K. as Max,

Eric Stonestreet as Duke,
Kevin Hart as Snowball,
Steve Coogan as Ozone, Elle
Kemper as Katie, Bobby
Moynihan as Mel, Lake Bell
as Chloe, Jenny Slate as Gid-
get and Dana Carvey as Pops

Synopsis: A pet owner
with a Jack Russell terrier
gets a Newfoundland who
tries to make friends with
the terrier but is resented by
him after realizing that he
won’t be getting the full at-
tention of his owner. The re-
sentment leads to a sabotage
effort by the terrier and an
adventure that brings the
two closer together. Rated
PG.

Movie Review: e Secret Life of Pets

Fjeld-2
122-2
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Question: Could you 
explain the Zipper Merge for 
merging into construction 
zones in Minnesota? I have 
tried using the Zipper Merge 
many times, and it seems that 
hardly anyone else on the road 
knows about how it is supposed 
to work. If another driver 
intentionally blocks a lane, isn't 
that against the law?

Answer: According to the 
Minnesota Department of 
Transportation, when a lane is 
closed in a construction zone 
motorists should use both lanes 
of traffic until reaching the 
defined merge area, and then 
alternate in "zipper" fashion 
into the open lane.

Some drivers slow too 
quickly and move to the lane 
that will continue through 
the construction area. This 
driving behavior can lead to 
unexpected and dangerous lane 
switching, serious crashes and 
road rage.

It is suggested, when you 
see the “lane closed ahead” 
sign and traffic backing up, 
stay in your current lane up to 
the point of merging. At that 
point, take turns with other 
drivers to safely and smoothly 
ease into the remaining lane. 
When traffic is heavy and slow, 
it is much safer for motorists 
to remain in their current 
lane until the point where 
traffic can orderly take turns 
merging.

Studies show the “zipper 
merge” works the best to keep 
traffic flowing, especially when 

there is a lot of traffic, by:
– Reducing differences in 

speeds between two lanes.
– Reducing the overall 

length of traffic backup by as 
much as 40 percent.

– Reducing congestion on 
freeway interchanges.

– Creating a sense of 
fairness and equality, that all 
lanes are moving at the same 
rate.

The “zipper merge” also 
helps prevent road rage from 
drivers who intentionally 
go slow in the lane that is 
closing, and blocking other 
drivers from passing or getting 
through. That is against the 
law. Lane blocking or impeding 
traffic fines are approximately 
$139 and the offense goes on 
your driving record. We are 
watching out for lane blockers 
in all situations. 

A portion of state statutes 
were used with permission 
from the Office of the Revisor 
of Statutes. If you have any 
questions concerning traffic 
related laws or issues in 
Minnesota, send your questions 
to Sgt. Neil Dickenson – 
Minnesota State Patrol at 
1131 Mesaba Ave, Duluth, MN 
55811. (You can follow me on 
Twitter @MSPPIO_NE or reach 
me at neil.dickenson@state.
mn.us).

Ask a Trooper
Sgt. Curt S. Mowers, MN 

State Patrol

Zipper merge best for 
keeping traffic flowing

 I have always wanted to have chickens, 
at least since I moved up into the “country.” 
The image of a variety of different colored 
hens pecking around the yard has been 
planted in my mind, and periodically the 
desire to build a coop and fill it with those 
imaginary birds gets rolling. But, then I 
think about the reality of keeping the birds 
safe from predators, regularly cleaning 
their quarters, and arranging for someone 
to care for them when we’re gone and the 
dream begins to fade. It’s not just the bu-
colic picture it paints in my brain, but the 
fact eggs of home grown chickens are far 
superior (in my opinion) to those I can get 
from the store. Some supermarkets carry 
free range, organic eggs but they are hard 
to come by in these rural parts. There are 
the people who have chickens and eggs to 
sell in the area, and over the years I have 
found three or four and bought from them, 
but eventually they are no longer avail-
able. 

I visited a childhood friend last week 
in Wisconsin. She has kept chickens on 
and off for decades. I love going by their 
enclosure and hearing their soft, contented 
clucking. I admire their shapes and colors 
and think once again how I’d like to have 
the same. Then she tells me about the 
raccoons that chewed a hole in the bottom 
of the door and pulled a poor bird partially 
through the hole — gruesome to say the 
least. She had to get creative in her efforts 
to protect her birds. Around here, I know 
we have raccoons, coyotes, fox, mink and 
other weasels, as well as owls and hawks. 
I don’t like the image that comes to mind 
when I think about one of them getting 
into the coop. 

However, while at Karen’s, I was able 
to sample some of the eggs and once again 
could hardly believe the beautiful bright 
orange/yellow yolk that spread across the 
plate. Research shows, free range chickens 
with access to natural foods compared with 

caged chickens produce eggs with twice 
as much omega-3 fatty acids, three times 
more vitamin E, more pro-vitamin A beta-
carotene, significantly more B vitamins, 
more vitamin D, less saturated fat and less 
cholesterol.

Karen said she tried to sell her eggs 
but had no takers. It made me wish there 
was a way she could ship them to me. The 
next best thing was to bring some home 
with me — which I did. We packed 18 eggs 
into a carton, wrapped it in bubble wrap, a 
towel, a paper bag and then a plastic bag. 
I put an ice pack in the bag too, since the 
eggs would be spending half a day in my 
suitcase. I took the train to and from St. 
Paul, so I didn’t have to worry about some-
one else tossing my bag around. 

Once home, I unpacked the precious 
cargo and found all survived the trip 
unscathed. Mike and I will savor these 
gifts for the next week or two, and I will 
continue to search for a closer source of 
fresh eggs.

Chickens have been a part of human 
cultures for the past 7,000 to 10,000 years 
according to recent research. Their wild 
progenitor is believed to be the red jungle 
fowl, Gallus gallus, found in Southeast 
Asia. Through both domestication by 
humans and mutation in certain genes, 
they have evolved into a bird that provides 
us with protein in both meat and eggs 
throughout the year. 

While we don’t have chickens running 
around our yard, we do have their relatives 
— the wild turkeys. Both birds belong to 

the same order and family (Phasianidae). 
Last week, the turkeys returned to our 
yard. We were gone most of the spring, so 
we don’t know if they were around then, 
though it’s unlikely because the bird feed-
ers were empty, so there was no spilled 
seed on the ground. 

But this was also the time when they 
would have been courting and building 
nests that are just shallow depressions 
scratched in the soil, about 1 inch deep and 
8–11 inches wide. They will line the nest 
with dead leaves or other plant materials 
found close by. Four to 17 eggs will be laid 
and incubated from 25-31 days. The poults, 
as the chicks are known, are covered with 
a tawny, brown, pinkish down and leave 
the nest shortly after hatching. The female 
will feed and demonstrate to the young in 
the first few days after hatching where to 
find food. 

When we saw them for the first time 
this summer, there were 16 birds, most 
of which were poults, with several adult 
females present. The young were from dif-
ferent clutches, since there was a signifi-
cant difference in size, but together they 
all wandered around the yard picking at 
seeds and unseen (by us) bugs. They are as 
skittish as ever; and the adults are quick 
to notice any movement at the windows, 
which sends all of them skittering into the 
pasture or woods. 

We have a lot of oak trees on our prop-
erty, though it doesn’t look like a big year 
for acorns, one of their very favorite foods, 
but they will eat other nuts and berries, 
too. You need to be adaptable and an op-
portunist to survive a year here in north-
ern Minnesota. It will be interesting to 
watch this flock and see whether the young 
manage to survive. 

Though they don’t paint the same 
picture of rural life that free roaming 
chickens do, they will have to suffice for 
the time being.

Wild turkey need to be adaptable to survive

Wingin’ It
Kate Crowley

Hello, again. As you might 
remember, I’m the intern at the 
Askov American this summer. 
Unfortunately, however, sum-
mer is coming to an end and so 
must my internship. Although 
I’ll miss working at the Askov 
American, it’s been a wonderful 
experience.

At the start of my internship 
I learned a lot about formatting 
articles and other specifics of 
the newspaper business. For 
me, spelling has always been 
an issue, so I was able to work 
on that all summer, too.

Before I knew it, the Fin-
layson Fourth was around the 
corner and it was time for my 
first interview. As nervous as 
I was, jumping right into the 
world of reporting was best for 
me. The interview went well, 
and I’ve interviewed many 
other individuals since then.

After taking the information 
from the interviews and writ-
ing the articles, my first two 
articles were published on the 
front page of the paper. That 
was very exciting, as you can 
imagine. 

That wasn’t the only excit-
ing thing I experienced work-
ing for the Askov American. I 
also went to parades, corona-
tions, 5Ks, fundraiser dinners 
and other area events to take 
pictures. I really enjoyed being 
able to attend all the different 
fairs and events in the area. 

This July, after the big rain 
storm caused so much damage 
to the area, I had the oppor-
tunity to take pictures of the 

damage and interview local 
business and homeowners 
about their experiences along 
with follow-up interviews on 
the long-term damage of the 
flooding. 

From conducting interviews 
to taking pictures at various 
events, working at the Askov 
American has given me a new 
appreciation for all the hard 
work put in every week to pro-
vide the community with the 
current news. 

I’ll, of course, miss Askov 
American’s wonderful staff. It’s 
been a pleasure to learn from 
them. I’m off to the University 
of Minnesota Duluth at the end 
of August. I am unsure what 
the future holds for me, but I’m 
looking forward to seeing what 
lies ahead.

Editor’s note: We have appre-
ciated Sadie’s hard work this 
summer and wish her the best 
in her college adventure. She 
will be missed.

Each summer the Pohlad 
Foundation and Minnesota 
Newspaper Association make it 
possible for newspapers to host 
a high school intern. We are 
grateful for the privilege. 

Internship comes to end

Graciousness lost?

Editor, Askov American,
I’m wondering if I am 

watching the ‘TRiUMPhiliza-
tion’ of the U.S. spirit at the 
Olympic Swim venue — from 
the opening chants of U S A!, 
to the shunning of the Rus-
sian swimmer who actually 
trains in Los Angeles, I find 
the team to be not far from 
the immaturity of teenagers.

Have we lost all gracious-
ness? I do not feel pride ...

Judy Isaacson,
Finlayson

Sparky Nelson
(320) 838-3664

BrunoLetters 
P.O. Box 275

Askov, MN 55704

Need someone to go to 
bat for us

Editor, Askov American,
Every other year when we 

elect someone to represent 
us in the Minnesota Legisla-
ture, the winner has a choice 
to make when they get to 
St. Paul. Do they follow the 
party when leaders provide a 
briefing before they walk into 
their chamber and vote the 
way we are told? Or do they 
think about us at home and 
what we need, and do the 
hard work of making a differ-
ence on our unique issues.

In 2014, two events 
happened in our area. The 
first was the schocking and 
precipitous closure of our 
local community mental 

health center. The second was 
the election eight months later 
of Jason Rarick, our Republican 
representative. We needed help 
in replacing the mental health 
services lost. Jason chose to 
ignore this crisis and instead 
showed up every day for his 
briefing and went in and voted 
the way he was told. There was 
no increase in mental health 
rates.

What a shame. One of the 
few issues that unite Demo-
crats and Republicans and 
everyone in between is the 
importance of having a strong 
mental health system. We need 
this not only to make a differ-
ence in people’s everyday lives 
when folks need counseling, 
but we need those with serious 
conditions to be treated so they 
don’t cross over into violence.

You see, while Tony Lourey 
in the Senate was developing 
solutions to this crisis such as 
rate increases and talking with 
local mental health staff, Jason 
didn’t so much as pick up the 
phone and find out what was 
happening and what could be 
done. Tony knew that at the 
bottom of the many problems 
that led to the Riverwood clos-
ing were inadequate rates for 
mental health services, so he 
proposed a 5 percent increase. 
Jason, doing as he was told by 
his Republican leaders, said no.

So with Republicans in the 
House saying no to everything, 
and Democrats in the Senate 
scaling back on solutions to get 
something passed, compromis-
es were made in the 2015 ses-
sion. This year’s short session 
collapsed with no agreements, 
and a special session is needed 
once again. When Republi-
cans are involved, we get shut 

downs, special sessions or the 
work not getting done on time.

Couldn’t Jason at least have 
said to his leadership, “Hey, we 
need some mental health help 
in our area — we had a crisis. 
I’ll vote no on everything else 
but give my district some help 
on this.”

What’s really galling is to 
get mailers from Jason saying 
everything he got done. How do 
you say no and get something 
done? Everything he said he 
got done started as Democratic 
ideas. They were just watered 
down by Jason and his friends, 
and now he’s boasting that they 
were his ideas.

I do give him credit. At least 
he is not saying he helped solve 
the mental health crisis we 
had. He did nothing and isn’t 
claiming anything different. 
Don’t we want someone who 
will go to bat for us when we 
have a local crisis?

We can do better. The 
wealthy suburbs have their 
own representatives. Why do 
we elect someone who lets 
them tell him how to vote? 
We’re not Edina North — we’re 
Pine and Kanabec counties 
with our own needs.

Fran Levings,
Cloverton

Nolan will fight to save 
pensions

Editor, Askov American,
Congressman Nolan just 

spoke to thousands of Team-
sters at a rally in Washington 
on outrageous cuts Teamster 
Central States Pension had 
proposed. That they earned 

their pension and companies 
who bailed out on their obliga-
tions is what’s causing under-
funding of the pension. He’s 
calling on the General Account-
ing Office (GAO) to investigate 
how the Central States Pension 
got into so much trouble in the 
first place, which they are now 
going to do.

U.S. Treasury Special Mas-
ter Ken Feinberg (he did the 
911 settlements) was assigned 
to see if the proposed pension 
cuts were viable. After many 
meetings, he rejected the pro-
posed cuts that 400,000 Team-
sters were facing. With Nolan’s 
support, GAO will determine 
what went wrong.

Part of the problem is 13,000 
companies used bankruptcy to 
walk away from their pension 
obligations. If they’d have paid 
their share, the fund would 
still be solid. It’s projected to be 
solid for 10 more years, giving 
Congress time to work on a fix. 
Congressman Nolan will be 
there fighting for us.

You’re not a Teamster, so 
why should you care? There’s 
1,400 similar pension plans 
in the U.S. with around $432 
billion in combined assets, 
and 532 of those plans are in 
trouble. Ten million people 
could lose all or part of their 
pension.

Powerful forces once again 
are after middle class working 
men and women, and Nolan 
will fight them to assure these 
pensions are saved and every 
dollar people have earned goes 
to them. That’s the kind of 
Congressman we have in Rick 
Nolan.

Gerald Spencer,
Stacy

Guest 
Columnist

Sadie 
Shervheim
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The city of Fergus Falls recently 
obtained the services of Hoising-
ton Koegler Group, Inc. out of the 
Twin Cities to complete a master 
plan for the Fergus Falls down-
town and riverfront. This planning 
process will last between 15 and 18 
months and will involve stakehold-
er meetings and public comment 
opportunities. The group will host 
a charrette, developer roundta-
bles, open houses, river oriented 
recreation roundtables and a proj-
ect website on which progress will 
be tracked. This process will only 
be successful if there is partici-
pation and input from residents, 
indicating what they would like to 
see happen within the study area. 
The completed master plan will be 
used as a guide moving forward in 
these areas, so we want it to refl ect 
the vision of Fergus Falls and its 
people. 

Ultimately, for these large-scale 
development efforts to be success-
ful, we need buy-in and support 
from the community. The fi rst step 
of any development effort is lay-
ing out the ground work and plan, 
which is what this master plan will 
accomplish. There is a lot of talk 
and excitement surrounding devel-
opment of the riverfront, making 
this a priority of the city. As we 

kick things off, I encourage you all 
to get involved, participate as you 
are able, and follow the progress 
on the project website when it is 
developed.

Baseball memories 
Big Friday was Aug. 5, and a 

great time was had by all. I want 
to personally say “thank you” to all 
of our Park and Rec staff, summer 
employees, coaches, umpires and 
volunteers who help make all of 
this happen. I have fond memories 
of playing on Big Friday as a kid, 
and I know all of the participants 
this year will have those same 
memories. Our parks and recre-
ation offerings continue to impress 
and provide a great experience for 
kids in Fergus Falls all summer 
long. 

Library meetings planned
The Public Library continues 

to hold public meetings providing 
information about the upcoming 
sales tax referendum. Residents 
of Fergus Falls will vote Nov. 8 on 
the following question: “Shall the 
city of Fergus Falls, Minnesota (the 
“city”), be authorized to impose a 
sales and use tax of one-half of one 
percent to fi nance the expansion 
and betterment of the Fergus Falls 

Public Library located at 205 East 
Hampden Avenue in the city?” 

The next public information 
meeting is 6 p.m. Aug. 29 at the li-
brary. A list of frequently asked 
questions can be found at ffpub
liclibrary.org/LibraryprojectFAQs.
html. 

Legislative action still desired
As a city, we continue to keep a 

close eye on the Minnesota Leg-
islature, hoping for a special ses-
sion. There are many things in-
cluded in bills that were stalled 
in the fi nal hours of the session 
that have an impact on Fergus 
Falls. An increase in Local Gov-
ernment Aid was included in the 
tax bill, which would relieve some 
of the burden of increased levies 
on residents. The bonding bill (or 
lack thereof) is also a major dis-
appointment for us. It included a 
grant extension for the Region-
al Treatment Center and library 
construction grants, which could 
be applied for if our upcoming 
referendum is approved. With no 
bonding bill, our grant deadline 
remains Dec. 31, 2016.

Please contact us if there are 
ways in which we can improve or 
better serve the people of Fergus 
Falls. Input is always welcomed and 
appreciated.

Andrew Bremseth is the 
Fergus Falls city administrator.

Last February, I went to church 
at Xcel Energy Center on a Mon-
day night. The preacher was a 
man I regrettably once considered 
lame, the choir included a former 
star of HBO’s “The Sopranos” and 
Conan O’Brien’s ex-bandleader, 
and the congregation was most-
ly people between the ages of 45 
and 65 with more grey in their hair 
than not. It was one of the most eu-
phoric evenings of my life.

In some ways I felt I had to see 
Bruce Springsteen. His live show 
is among the most mythologized 
of any artist, but his music had 
never really clicked with me. Da-
vid Bowie, an artist I considered 
much cooler and better that Bruce 
Springsteen, had died, so I had an 
awakening that I needed to see 
all the old guy artists while I still 
could. I appreciated some of his 
hits and knew he had a great band, 
so I thought his concert would be 
an experience worth having. It 
took approximately zero minutes 
of convincing for my dad to get the 
tickets, as, in my mind, Bruce epit-
omized “Dad Rock.”

When listening to older music, I 
gravitate toward more interpretive 
and seemingly philosophical lyri-
cal content as opposed to the story-
telling style of Bruce Springsteen. 
I listened to his music kind of like 
how I’d watch a re-run of some 
TV show like “The Brady Bunch” 

that brings back memories for my 
parents but does nothing for me. 
It seemed more reminiscent than 
relatable. There wasn’t the edge to 
his music I so desperately craved.

Everything I thought was dead 
wrong.

During the opening song, “Meet 
Me in the City,” Bruce asked the 
seemingly overconfi dent ques-
tion: “Are you ready to be trans-
formed?” You really think you can 
transform me, Bruce? Maybe Da-
vid Gilmour could, but you? No 
way.

During this particular tour, 
Bruce played his 20-song 1980 al-
bum “The River” in its entirety. 
Before breaking into the album, he 
explained he made it when he was 
stuck between being a kid and be-
ing an adult. 

Hearing Bruce say that in per-
son sparked an interest in me. 
There are countless albums about 
growing up, but few about the 
darker transitional period after 
growing up before true adulthood. 
Even though I haven’t really hit 
that time in my life yet, I could 
see aspects of it approaching and 
wanted to further understand peo-
ple who have gone through it or 
are living it. I had researched and 
listened to the album often before, 
but hearing somebody actually 
spill his emotions and personal life 
to a packed arena at the time, grew 

my respect for the guy and made 
everything feel real.

I could easily do a play-by-play 
of how each song resonated with 
me, but I think the meaning of the 
opening song, “The ties that Bind” 
can concisely sum up why Bruce 
became one of my favorite artists. 
He explained the song is about 
what it is that connects all people 
together, and how he looked for 
those “ties” more and more as he 
got older.

The thought was both more real 
and more philosophical than any 
other music I’d listened to. Each 
of his songs gave something an 
audience could not only relate to 
but also connect with other people 
through. It was more human than 
anything I had ever heard before. 
The tug-of-war between youthful 
carelessness and choosing a path 
into real life. The closer observa-
tion of people and what they do. He 
could tackle these themes poeti-
cally and universally while giving 
clarity to thoughts I had previous-
ly had or putting new ideas in my 
head.

Bruce’s revival church preach-
ing style had worked. By the end 
the band was the best I’d ever 
seen, the crowd seemed more en-
dearing than old and Bruce Spring-
steen was the speaker of every 
generation. He was right. It was 
transformative.

Nate Ronning is a senior 
at Fergus Falls High School. He 
interned with the Daily Journal 
this summer.

Wait, Springsteen is actually cool?
FINDING A NEW FAVORITE ARTIST
Nate Ronning: A Young State of Mind

THE FIRST AMENDMENT: Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging 
the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to 

assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

Are Clinton’s 
policies 
patriotic?

IT IS HARD TO SAY YES
Joseph Cotto: Syndicated Columnist

Is it good to be 
patriotic?

The late, great English 
writer and moralist Sam-
uel Johnson infamously 
declared patriotism “the 
last refuge of scoun-
drels.” Today, particular-
ly in the United States, 
most people have no idea 
who Johnson was, and re-
peat his words far out of 
context.

“A patriot is he whose 
publick conduct is regu-
lated by one single mo-
tive, the love of his coun-
try; who, as an agent in 
parliament, has, for him-
self, neither hope nor 
fear, neither kindness 
nor resentment, but re-
fers every thing to the 
common interest,” John-
son said in 1774’s The Pa-
triot, his most noted po-
litical address.

This defi nition of pa-
triotism holds true today. 
Replace Parliament with 
Congress, state legis-
latures, or a city coun-
cil somewhere, and his 
words are good to go in-
sofar as American soci-
ety is concerned.

Beware, though, that 
patriotism can easily be-
come ‘patriotism’.

“Let us take a patriot, 
where we can meet him; 
and, that we may not fl at-
ter ourselves by false 
appearances, distinguish 
those marks which are 
certain, from those which 
may deceive; for a man 
may have the external 
appearance of a patriot, 
without the constituent 
qualities; as false coins 
have often lustre, though 
they want weight,” John-
son mentioned.

He went on to speak 
of aspiring politicians 
who “rave and rail, and 
inquire and accuse, nei-
ther suspect nor fear, nor 
care for the publick; but 
hope to force their way 
to riches, by virulence 
and invective, and are 
vehement and clamor-
ous, only that they may 
be sooner hired to be 
silent.

“A man sometimes 
starts up a patriot, only 
by disseminating discon-
tent, and propagating re-
ports of secret infl uence, 
of dangerous counsels, of 
violated rights, and en-
croaching usurpation.”

Throughout her cam-
paign, with heightened 
emphasis over the last 
several weeks, Hil-
lary Clinton has run on 
true-blue 125 percent 
all-American patriotism. 
She claims that our coun-
try is in a grand state, 
despite opinion polling’s 
revelation that most 
of her fellow citizens 
disagree.

Clinton portrays Don-
ald Trump as a boogey-
man — “disseminating 
discontent” — who is 
the pawn of Vladimir 
Putin and white bigots 
— “propagating reports 
of secret infl uence” — 
while taking advice from 
crackpots and shady 
characters — “danger-
ous counsels” — and at 
the same time planning 
to make life hell for re-
ligious and ancestral 

minorities — “violated 
rights” — but not without 
forgetting to act in the 
most dictatorial manner 
possible — “encroaching 
usurpation”.

Clinton and her aco-
lytes have spent months 
and millions of dollars 
spreading these no-
tions. Trump’s rebuttals 
are generally ignored 
and, when given atten-
tion, their substance is 
misinterpreted. Clin-
ton’s narrative stands 
the sole consideration: 
“I am a real American, 
defending real Amer-
ica! USA! UUSSAA!! 
UUUSSSAAA!!!”

Just how much does 
she care about American 
interests, though?

Clinton backed the 
Trans-Pacifi c Partner-
ship, the mother of all 
free trade deals, with 
gusto until it became 
clear that public sen-
timent was strongly 
against her. The TPP 
would establish an inter-
national tribunal capable 
of overriding American 
law, offer new incentives 
for offshoring employ-
ment, and drive down do-
mestic wages.

As the Democratic 
National Convention un-
folded, Clinton loyalist, 
sketchy fundraiser, and 
part-time Virginia Gov-
ernor Terry McAuliffe 
announced that should 
Hillary get elected, she 
can be counted on to sup-
port TPP.

Clinton supports dras-
tically increased immi-
gration levels; especial-
ly from Middle Eastern 
countries with soaring 
Islamist populations. Un-
der the guise of ‘refugee 
resettlement’, she wishes 
to fl ood the fruited plains 
with men and women 
who might prove how 
much they love America 
by destroying it. 

Clinton also favors in-
creased taxation — an 
indignity certain to drive 
commerce and high 
earners out of America 
— along with labyrin-
thine regulations that 
make growing small 
businesses into larger 
ones prohibitive.

This says nothing of 
Clinton’s character. Look 
up her ‘public service’ 
foundation to see how 
‘nonprofi t’ entities are 
used for little else than 
infl uence peddling at 
taxpayer expense — as 
Johnson put it, forcing a 
“way to riches”.

Like the Clinton Global 
Initiative’s promotion of 
‘human rights’, Hillary’s 
campaign of ‘patriotism’ 
is merely a front for her 
power trip. It makes dol-
lars and cents for her 
to tell you sweet lies. It 
makes no sense for you 
to believe them.

Indeed, Clinton’s pa-
triotic jargon is “the last 
refuge of scoundrels.” 

For your own sake, do 
not go there.

Joseph Cotto is a 
historical and social 
journalist, and writes 
about politics, economics 
and social issues.
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2016
Noon Rotary

WEDNESDAY, JULY 13, 5 pm
Adopt* a Duck, Win a Prize!

1st Place: $500
2nd Place: $250
3rd Place: $100

Ducks will be dropped in the Otter Tail River at the Lincoln Ave. Bridge 
at 5 PM by the Fergus Falls Fire Department and the finish line is near 
the Cascade Bridge. Only 1,000 ducks available for adoption. See a Noon 
Rotary member or stop by Victor Lundeens or The Daily Journal today!

Ducks 

$5 each

Need not be 

present to 

win.

LUCKY DUCK DERBY

*Adopted ducks will remain the property of Noon Rotary to be used for future derbies.

Special thank you to The Daily Journal for helping with a sponsorship.

2-year-old lost in field is found
HELICOPTER AIDS IN FINDING THE BOY
By Tim Engstrom
tim.engstrom@fergusfallsjournal.com

DENT — A 2-year-old boy, 
missing in a corn field, was found 

Friday after a one-hour search.
The child was uninjured and 

returned to his parents safely, 
according to an Otter Tail County 
Sheriff’s Office news release.

The release states the boy was 
working with his father in a field 
about five miles east of Dent near 
the corner of Minnesota Highway 
108 and Otter Tail County Road 49.

The Sheriff’s Office received a 
report of the missing boy at about 

1 p.m. Friday. Agencies responded 
to search the field for the boy. He 
was found with the assistance of 
a helicopter, the release states.

Agencies assisting the Sher-
iff’s Office were Perham Police 
Department, Perham Fire 

Department, Dent Fire Depart-
ment, Ottertail Fire Department, 
Perham Ambulance, Fergus Falls 
Police Department, Minnesota 
Department of Natural Resourc-
es and Perham-based Larson 
Helicopters.

LAST ERHARD PARADE

Uncle Sam and Richard Nixon walk in the Fourth of July Parade at Erhard. NATE RONNING/DAILY JOURNAL

Children throw candy during the Fourth of July Parade at Erhard. 
The parade organizing commitee celebrates its final Fourth of July 
Parade at Erhard. Organizers said its time for others to take over.

3 injured 
in crash 
on U.S. 59
MOTORCYCLE 
STRIKES BUICK
By Jeff Meier
jmeier@fergusfallsjournal.com

PELICAN RAPIDS — Three 
people were injured in a crash 
Monday between a car and a mo-
torcycle on U.S. Highway 59 north 
of Pelican Rapids, according to 
the Minnesota State Patrol.

Edward Schenatzki, 85, of Pel-
ican Rapids was driving north-
bound in a 2011 Buick Lucerne 
just south of County Road 23 near 
Prairie Lake. The State Patrol 
report said he slowed nearly to 
a stop, then turned left.

Troy Drewes, 44, on a 2010 
Honda road motorcycle, struck 
the side of the Buick, according 
to the State Patrol report. This 
caused Drewes and passenger 
Brenda Becker, 46, to eject. 

Drewes and Becker were taken 
to Essentia Health St. Mary’s in 
Detroit Lakes to treat injuries 
deemed not life-threatening. 

Schenatzki was not taken to a 
hospital, but the State Patrol said 
he suffered an injury. 

The report said damage to the 
Buick was minor. The motorcy-
cle had no damage, it states, and 
was taken to Pete’s Body Shop in 
Pelican Rapids.

The motorcyclists were wear-
ing helmets, and the driver was 
wearing a seat belt. No airbag de-
ployed. No alcohol was involved, 
the report states.

The Minnesota State Patrol 
was assisted by Otter Tail County 
Sheriff’s Office, Fergus Falls 
Police Department and a rescue 
unit from Pelican Rapids.

Baby delivery
In other news, Minnesota State 

Patrol troopers helped deliver a 
baby girl on Interstate 94 in Min-
neapolis on the Fourth of July.

It happened around 6:37 a.m. 
near the Lowry Hill Tunnel. Min-
neapolis Fire and Ambulance also 
responded.

Life jackets make a difference when 
boats have accidents in Minn. and U.S.

DEVILS LAKE, N.D. — Vol-
unteer diver Dave Oehlke, 67, 
doesn’t suit up for calls as often as 
he did when he first joined North 
Dakota’s Lakes Region Search 
and Rescue team as an original 
member in 1981, but he’s been on 
hundreds of calls over the years.

“Sometimes, things turn out 
A-OK,” he said. “Sometimes, 
things just do not.”

Over the years, Oehlke has 
retrieved people from the water 
for different reasons, from driv-
ers veering off poorly lit roads 
to hunting accidents to suicides, 
but when it comes to boating 

accidents, there is one common 
thread he’s seen that separates 
what might have been a rescue 
scenario from a recovery.

When people drown in boating 
accidents, Oehlke said, it’s gener-
ally because they weren’t wearing 
life jackets.

Of all the calls he’s responded 
to, Oehlke said he’s only seen one 
instance where someone who had 
been wearing a life jacket when 
his boat capsized and did not sur-
vive. The man succumbed to hy-
pothermia before he could reach 
the shore.

In 2015, the U.S. Coast Guard 

recorded 4,158 boating accidents 
and 626 boating deaths across the 
U.S. Of those fatalities, 85 percent 
of confirmed drowning victims 
were not wearing a life jacket. 

In Minnesota, the Department 
of Natural Resources keeps a 
record of every boating accident 
and fatality on the state’s lakes 
and rivers. In five of the seven 
boating fatalities reported this 
year to the DNR as of June 20, vic-
tims were not wearing life jackets 
at the time of the accident. That 
statistic has hovered between 70

See VESTS, Page 3

Missing Minnesota teens 
found in Grand Forks

BEMIDJI — Two northwest 
Minnesota teens were found safe 
in Grand Forks nearly a month 
after disappearing from a juve-
nile detention facility in Bemidji.

Jordan Krolak, 17, was found 
Saturday night, according to a 
Facebook post from the Marshall 
County Sheriff’s Office. 

Krolak went missing June 5, 
the same day as Casey Daniel-
son, also 17, of Bigfork in Itasca 
County. Both had been staying 
at the Northwestern Minnesota 
Juvenile Center in Bemidji, ac-
cording to their mothers.

Casey Danielson was also 

found and is at a juvenile facil-
ity in North Dakota, according 
to her mother Robin Danielson.

“I am very, very relieved that 
she was found,” Robin Danielson 
said.

The Marshall County Sher-
iff’s Office wrote that Krolak is 
“doing well.” 

Krolak and Danielson have 
both run away in the past. 
Marshall County Sheriff Jason 
Boman said Krolak has always 
returned after a few days, how-
ever, and Danielson has never 
been gone for more than two 
weeks, according to her mother.
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