
 

 

 

 

Present: President Justin Lessman, Jackson; Tara Brandl, Tracy; Kelly Boldan, Willmar; Ted Almen, 
Kerkhoven; Tim Douglass, Glenwood; Crystal Miller, Albert Lea; MNA Executive Director Lisa Hills; MNA 
Director of Development & Communications Lisa Schwarz; Wendy Harden, CPA, SDK.  

Welcome and call to order: President Lessman called the meeting to order at 10:53 a.m. 

Review and approval of minutes: The minutes of the December MNA board meeting were reviewed 
and unanimously approved on a MOTION by Almen, second by Douglass. 

Executive Director’s Report: Hills encouraged members to attend the Legislative Committee meeting 
where MNA will be sharing its two policy bills to support local news as well as the draft public notice 
language MNA is proposing. She was appointed to a two-year term on the True North News Alliance 
policy committee. 

Membership Application:   An application for MNA Active membership submitted by Cook News-Herald 
was reviewed and unanimously approved on a MOTION by Douglass, seconded by Almen 

Convention Review: MNA staff distributed their convention scripts to board members. The convention 
schedule was reviewed highlighting special guests, speakers, sessions, duties, Trade Talk and 
emergency procedures. 

MNA committee chairs were reminded that they would be giving a committee report at the MNA annual 
meeting on Friday. 

Hills reported that MNA met its food & beverage minimum and its room block guarantee with the host 
hotel. 

Adjournment: The board adjourned at 11:52 a.m. on a MOTION by Boldan, second by Brandl. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Lisa Hills 

MNA Executive Director 

 

MNA and MNI quarterly financial reports are available to be reviewed by Active and Associate members in 
good standing upon request by contacting the MNA Executive Director or any MNA board member. 
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