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Portugal rights its financial course

LBJ’s legacy led to dependency

ary 1964 to 67.6 percent
third, from 22.4 to 14.7,
50 years later.” Because
After voters rebuked FDR
slightly lower than in 2012.
WASHINGTON — Standwork — independence,
in 1938 for attempting to
Eberstadt cautions,
ing on his presidential
“pack” the Supreme But,
self-reliance — is essential
the poverty rate is “incorlimousine, Lyndon
the culture of freedom,
Court, Republimisleading” because to
rigibly
Johnson, campaignSouthern
cans and
ominous developments
they include government
ing in Providence,
ts preDemocra
have coincided with Great
transfer payments. Stark
R.I., in September
vented any liberal
Society policies:
now
is
on
deprivati
1964, bellowed
For every adult man ages
legislating majority material
rare:
through a bullhorn:
until
20 to 64 who is between
in Congress
“By 2011 ... average per
“We’re in favor
jobs and looking for work,
1965. That year,
housing space for
of a lot of things
more than three are neither
GEORGE however, when 68 capita
people in poverty was high- working nor seeking work,
and we’re against
senators and 295
WILL
than the U.S. average for
er
mighty few.” This
atives
a trend that began with
The Washington Post represent
1980. ... [Many] appliwas a synopsis of
the Great Society. And
were Democrats,
ances were more common
what he had said
what Eberstadt calls “the
Johnson was unfettered.
in officially impoverished
four months earlier.
earthquake that shook
He remains, regarding
2011 than in the
in
homes
Fifty years ago this
much
family structure in the era
y government’s role,
typical American home
Thursday, at the Universit
ntial
conseque
disease.
of expansive anti-poverty
most
the
of 1980. ... DVD players,
of Michigan, Johnson had
Portugal’s woes were
policies” has seen out-of20th-century president.
and
s,
into
g
computer
legislatin
personal
proposed
wedlock births increase
Indeed, the American EnInternet access are
home
existence a Great Society.
Nicholas
s
7.7 percent in 1965
terprise Institute’
in them -- ame- from
1887
in
It would end poverty and
measured now typical
his
FOUNDED IN
in
t,
to more than 40 percent
Eberstad
nities not even the richest
racial injustice, “but that
2012, including 72 percent
booklet “The Great
new
avail
It
could
.”
ds
beginning
househol
U.S.
is just the
black babies.
Society at Fifty: The
es of at the start of of
themselv
would “rebuild the entire
Tragedy,”
LBJ’s starkly bifurcated
Triumph and the
the War on Poverty.”
urban United States” while
the triumFDR,
of
than
nt
includes
more
legacy
establishme
LBJ,
an
says
make no law respecting
But the institutionalizafending off “boredom and
1st Amendment: Congress shall
the freedom of
phant Civil Rights Act of
“profoundly recast the comexercise thereof; or abridging
tion of anti-poverty policy
restlessness,” slaking “the
religion, or prohibiting the free
to assemble, and
1964 and Voting Rights
mon understanding of the
right of the people peaceably
has been, Eberstadt says
hunger for community”
speech, or of the press; or the
Act of 1965 — and the
ends of governance.”
a redress of grievances.
carefully, “attended” by the tragic aftermath of much
and enhancing “the meanto petition the Government for
When Johnson became
dramatic spread of a “taning of our lives” — all
of his other works. Eberpresident in 1963, Social
The
es.”
best
“the
g
pathologi
of
gle
by assemblin
stadt asks: Is it “simply
JAMES P. SANTORI, Publisher
Security was America’s
and the broadest
tangle, which now ensnares a coincidence” that male
thought
social
e
only nationwid
s, inBUSINESS MANAGEMENT
knowledge.”
and all races and ethnicitie cy flight from work and family
EDITORIAL MANAGEMENT
program. His programs
GINNY BERGERSON, Sales Director
cludes welfare dependen
In 1964, 76 percent of
JOSEPH SPEAR, Managing Editor
breakdown have coincided
Reader Services Director
those they subsequently
work.”
ZERNECHEL,
governfrom
DENISE
trusted
s
“flight
and
American
KATHY VOS, News Editor
with Great Society polilegitimated put the nation
HIGH, Business Manager
ine percent of
right thing
BROOKE
the
do
Twenty-n
to
Editor
ment
Business
present,
TIM KROHN,
cies, and that dependence
Manager
on the path to the
GLEN ASLESON, Facilities & Technology
Americans — about 47
“just about always or most
on government is more
TANNER KENT, Currents Editor
Manager
in which changed social
percent of blacks and 48
LON YOUNGERBERG, Press/Post Press
of the time “; today, 19
widespread and perhaps
— dependency
JOHN CROSS, Photo Editor
Land
live
norms
The
—
Manager
former
Hispanics
General
of
The
percent
KATHY CONNELLY,
percent do.
more habitual than ever?
on government has been
JIM RUEDA, Sports Editor
ds receiving
househol
in
number is one reason John—have
Goldwater’s insistent 1964
destigmatized
son did so much; the latter
national means-tested benefits.of
America’s
question is increasingly
changed
And “the proportion
is one consequence of his
.
pertinent: “What’s hapcharacter
are
Letters Policy
who
older
and
20
men
doing so.
pening to this country of
Between 1959 and
r, Johnissue of general community
has dramatiany
on
Goldwate
employed
letters
Barry
on
War
welcomes
the
ours?”
The Free Press
1966 — before
to no more than 275 words, are
cally and almost steadily
son’s 1964 opponent who
ted
implemen
George Will’s email
that
interest. Please limit your letters
was
facts
Poverty
of
citing
Letters or emails
dropped since the start
assumed that Americans
typewritten or clearly printed.
address is georgewill@
the percentage of
Letters must contain
—
falling
source.
the
third
a
Poverty,
include
have
on
to
should
War
the
would vote
. All
.com.
not commonly known
Americans living in povand phone number for verificationYou may
percent in Janu- washpost
14 months,
80.6
in
from
president
onethe author’s name, address
about
space.
erty plunged by
grammar, spelling and
suffered a landslide defeat.
letters will be edited for clarity,
ress.com.
nkatofreep
editor@ma
email letters to the editor to

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette
Portugal, at one point one
of Europe’s economic basket
d
cases, last week announce
its departure from a threeto
year bailout that appears
have restored its health.
In the wake of the global
recession that began in
2008, which the United
States played a key role in
starting, European countries
Cyincluding Greece, Greek
prus, Ireland, Italy, Portugal
and Spain showed serious
signs of the same financial

severe. The country sought
and received $108 billion
in loans from the European
Central Bank, the European
Commission and the Interin
national Monetary Fund
2011. Facing up to its situation and wishing to regain
the autonomy that comes
from a healthy economy,
a new center-right coalition government in Lisbon
headed by Prime Minister
Pedro Passos Coelho took
drastic, but necessary, steps.
It made spending cuts,
including to public employee
wages and pensions. It
raised taxes.

All Individuals
First Place: The Free Press, Mankato, Kathy Vos
Downtown behavior unacceptable
After reading through the dozens of entries in this category, I kept coming back to the editorial by Kathy Vos. In this editorial, Vos brings up an
issue of utmost importance to the community, that perhaps has become
an elephant in the room that needs addressing. Vos pushes for continued
work to stem the huge problem of high-risk drinking in Mankato. We
hope that, in the spirit of the editorial, the Free Press continues to keep
this issue top of mind and press the community for change.
Second Place: Winona Post, Frances Edstrom
Suicide rates up
Great topic and presented well and informational from own experience.
Well done.
Third Place: The Free Press, Mankato, Joe Spear
Waseca needs calm amid controversy
Very nice editorial on the area and intending to relax before going nuts.
Very good message and substance here.

Our View: Downtown Behavior Unacceptable
Some people make a point of staying away. Others who have to be there lock their car doors as they travel through the area. Many across town
are fast asleep and don’t realize the ugly scene that unfolds some nights. Late-night downtown Mankato too often is a danger zone.
Dangerous for those who drink in excess. Dangerous for those who don’t drink to excess but may meet face to face with drunks looking for
a fight. Dangerous for downtown employees who are just trying to drive home without pedestrian mobs ignoring traffic signals or banging on
e Press rides.
The Fre
vehicles
or demanding
The late-night rowdy atmosphere is not a new thing. The homecoming riots near Minnesota State University in 2003 put a spotlight on
Mankato, and alcohol-related deaths in 2007 kicked in community concern.
In the last 10 years, much has been done to educate young people about high-risk behavior. Police work hard to curb under-age drinking parties and do checks on bars to see who they are serving. The city passed an ordinance that holds party hosts accountable when guests are illegally
drinking. City buses carry students safely from downtown to the campus area during late-night and early-morning hours. Patrols of police officers and firefighters are often called to the area to keep revelers safe and try to prevent problems.
Still, it’s still not enough.
In just the last few weeks, an MSU student fell off the bumper of a city late-night bus that was transporting students back to the campus area.
He suffered serious head injuries. And a 24-year-old Mankato man is fighting for his life after being assaulted outside a downtown bar.
Those are the high-profile cases. No doubt in that same period, there were numerous cases of drunk kids who didn’t remember how they got
home, how many drinks they’d had, or who they spent the night with and whether the sex was safe and with consent.
The ongoing revitalization of the Front Street area will be an economic boon to the city, but added entertainment opportunities and downtown
housing also could add gas to the flame of the late-night firestorm. If partying students fill those apartments, the numbers in the downtown scene
will likely escalate. And if you are a non-student renter who doesn’t appreciate late-night rowdiness, you probably won’t be staying long.
Stepped-up patrolling and security, enforcement, preventive planning and intense alcohol education need to be in the continuous mix that
keeps the situation under control. Riot prevention is on the far end of the problem spectrum. On the other end is a downtown late at night that is
inhospitable to many and downright dangerous for others.
Public safety, health officials, MSU leaders, and the community as a whole need to keep working on the issues that were so prominently discussed in the 2008 High-Risk Drinking Summit. The summit came on the heels of two tragic deaths of young people, including one who drank
herself to death and one who was lying in the road after drinking at a party and was hit by a car.
The summer may simmer down as student numbers drop for a few months, but the downtown problem definitely has not dried up and desperately needs attention before others are needlessly hurt.
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