Keeping Up With Styles
Speeding up your workflow while improving your design in Adobe InDesign
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“Wouldn’t it be great,” I
thought, “if by simply clicking on a paragraph style, the
headline, byline, email line
and body text were all set
automatically, without having to select different styles
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This is done by creating text
exactly the way you want it
to appear on the page. Set
the font, the justification, the
first line indent, etc. I named
this font “Body Text” in the
Paragraph Styles panel.

Suppose my stories
consist of headines, with
bylines below the headlines,
followed by email addresses
below the bylines, then body
text flowing below the email
addresses.
Yes, I could place the text,
then click on each of the
paragraph styles individually, until each type of text was
styled. However, by paying
close attention, I can create
paragraph styles that do all
these for me, with one click,
rather than having to select
each piece individually.

After creating a “Body
Text” style, I go about creating a style for the email
line. Notice inside the “Next
Style” box, I have selected
“Body Text.” This will allow
me to set two styles at once,
an email line followed by
body text.
Next, I create my paragraph style for the byline.

Again, create text just as
you intend for it to look on
the page. Note the setting
for “Next Style.” After the
byline, the next line will be
in the Email Address style.
Finally, a style is created
for the headline, with Next
Style set for “ByLine.”

Now, here is the trick. For
this to work, you place your
text on the page, then click
somewhere within the headline with your Text tool.
Next, right-click on the
headline style and select
“Apply “Headline” then Next
Style.”

The result is a headline, a
byline, an email address line,
followed by body text.

With a little practice,
you’ll be setting up styles for
stories with drop caps and
more.

I know you can’t wait.
Go have fun. Remember, the
secret is to right-click on
the paragraph style if you
want to use the “next style”
method.

